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PREFACE 


Jn  ilip  presrnl  issiu'  of  "Urminisrcnces"  an  attempl 
has  hvvw  made  lo  iralh(M'  (oj/cMkm-  what  sonic  of  Ihe  oUU^st 
inhahilanls  mni^'Fnhrr  of  Ihc  ral  ly  (hvys  of  Niai^ara  and  lo  cull 
fro!n  early  wotks  of  (ravrl  references  (o  onr  town.  It  is 
exiieniely  to  be  re^i  cited  that  so  little  was  cotnniitted  to 
j)ai)ci-  in  (hose  early  days  or  that  so  few  lel  ters  or  diaries  can 
be  found.  In  the  conlla^ration  of  Dec.  1813,  much  valuable 
material  was  (omplelely  destroyed.  It  is  hoped  that  some 
fra.uments  may  be  yet  collected. 

The  view  of  the  house  of  Hon.  D.  W.  Smith  has  been 
copied  by  the  kind  permission  of  Dr.  l>ain,  of  (he  'Toronto 
Libiary.  The  house  which  was  situated  in  what  is  now  the 
Court  Mouse  S((uare  was  f)frercd  for  sale  in  17?)8  for  a  (Iram- 
mar  vSchool  with  four  acres  as  an  endowment.  In  1800  an 
offer  of  a  leduclion  in  the  price  was  made,  l)ul  declined  ; 
beinu  opposite^  Fort  Niagara  and  in  range  of  the  guns  it  was 
in  too  exposed  a  j)osition. 

1'he  ph()foy:raf)h  of  Hon.  Robert  Hamilton  was  finnished 
by  Judge  Hamilton  from  a  miniature  in  the  possession  of 
C'larke  Hamilton,  Fscp,  of  Kingston.  That  of  Andrew  Kemp 
was  sent  by  his  grandson,  Mr.  D.  K.  (loodfellow,  of  l»eau- 
harnois,  (^ue.,  and  that  of  IVlrs.  Whit  t  en  by  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Follett,  of  Niagara,  to  all  of  whom  hearty  thanks  are 
rendered. 


rUErA(  K  TO  SKCOND  EDITION 

As  No.  1  1  of  our  publications  which  has  met  with  much 
appieciat  ion  has  hvvn  long  out  of  print  and  has  fttMpient  ly  been 
asked  lor,  it  has  been  thought  wise  to  reprint  it  .  We  aie  glad 
to  be  abl(^  to  annouiice  that  another  ])amphlet  also  consisting 
of  reminisceiu'(\s  is  now  being  printed  and  will  soon  Ix^  issuefl. 
It  will  contain  what  has  long  l)een  wished  for,  accounts  of  some 
of  the  earliest,  s(Mil(Ms  in  the  Niagara  peninsula  and  it  is  hoperl 
that,  other  <lescendants  of  the  pioneers  will  piovide  the  much 
flesired  materials,  how  they  came,  when  they  came,  where 
they  landed,  what  were  their  ditnculties,  that  due  honor  may 
be  paid  to  the  brave  and  loyal  men  and  women  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  our  loved  Ontario. 

J.  i\ 


ANDREW  KEMr 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A  HOY  OF  1812 

(By  /).  K.  Goodfdlow ) 

Andrew  Kemp,  the  son  of  U.  1^].  I.oyali.sl  parents,  was 
i)orn  in  Niagara  in  1800.  His  I'aUier,  David  K(Mnp,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  arriving  in  ('anada  in  17iKi,  nun  ricMl 
in  170(),  ilebecca  Ransier.  His  wife's  people?  belonged  to  New 
York,  and  liad  sullered  miu^b  at  Lhe  hands  of  Uk?  Uevohition- 
isls  ;  Rebecca  herself  owned  a  farm  which  was  confiscated 
with  other  i)roperty  of  the  family.  'J'he  name  of  Ransier 
or  Ivansler  (properly  speaking  it  is  Renss<^laei" )  is  lo  be 
seen  in  the  muster  rolls  of  Ikitler's  Rangers,  and  also  in  llu* 
U.l'l.  List,  as  that  of  a  member  of  the  celebrated  corps. 

David  Kemp's  father  and  mother  were  from  Scotland, 
they  came  from  Aberdeen  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century  and  settled  in  New  Jersey.  13avid  (born  in  17G9) 
was  the  second  of  their  three  sons,  and  there  were  several 
girls  in  the  family  besides. 

David  and  his  younger  brotlu^r  weie  too  youthful  t.o 
bear  arms  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  but  their  father 
and  elder  brother  were  active  adherents  of  the  loyalist  side. 
At  the  Kemf)'s  home,  friends  of  the  cause  were  ever  welcome, 
and  in  various  ways  they  earned  the  hatred  of  their  rebel 
neighbors.  The  youngest  boy,  who  was  a  bal)y  wIhmj  (leneral 
liurgoyne  took  command  in  Canada,  was  chiistcned  "Rur- 
goyne"  in  honor  of  that  oflicer,  from  whom  I  lie  l(>yjdists  ex- 
pected such  great  achievements.  When  the  child  could  just 
s|  eak  plainly  he  happened  one  day  to  be  standing  in  the  road 
near  his  mother's  house,  two  men,  evidently  wayfaiers  ap- 
proached and  one  of  them  asked  the  little  fellow  his  name, 
"Rurgoyne  Kemp"  was  the  reply.  The  (|uestioner  turned 
to  his  companion  with  a  laugh,  "I  think"  said  he  "that  we 
nre  all  right  and  need  not  inquire  further,"  and  then  told 
the  youngster  to  show  them  where  he  lived.  They  proved 
to  be  Rritish  agents  in  search  of  information  or  recruits,  and 
IxMng  anxious  to  find  a  resting  place  among  friends,  they 
rightly  took  the  boy's  name  to  be  a  suflicient  guarantee  for 
the  loyalty  of  his  people.    Rut  the  Kemp's  calleis  were  not 
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nil  of  this  (Icsciiption  ;  before  fhe  war  was  over  Uie  inen  of 
the  family  were  hiintefl  Hke  wild  beasts,  they  lay  for  many 
(lays  in  a  cave  or  hole  of  some  sor(.  in  the  ground  ;  one  of  them 
contracted  rheumatism  so  badly  during  their  hardships  that  he 
was  a  crip})le  for  the  balance  of  his  days.  When  the  war 
envied  (hey  would  gladly  have  remained  in  their  home  had 
they  been  allowed  to  live  in  peace,  but  after  trying  it  for  a 
while  they  went  to  New  York  State,  having  lost,  nearly  every- 
thing they  poj^sessed.  11iey  continued  in  New  York  for  a 
few  years  ;  but  beitig  Loyalists  still,  and  at  no  pains  to  conceal 
their  opinions  Iheir  neighbors  seem  to  have  invoked  the  aid  of 
the  aulhorities,  and  a  party  was  vsent  to  af)prehend  the  older 
male  members  of  the  family.  Receiving  a  hint  of  the  coming 
danger  they  went  into  hiding  near  their  house,  and  the  escort 
was  comi)lelely  clereived  as  to  (heir  whereabouts  by  the  lad 
lUjrgoyne,  who  acled  as  spokesfuan  on  this  occasion.  Shortly 
afterwards  (he  Kemps  crossed  over  to  C'anada. 

David  Kemp's  Tiame  (as  well  as  those  of  his  brothers) 
appears  in  (he  lis(  of  sul)scribers  (o  the  building  fund  of  St. 
Andrew's  ( ■Inu  ch,  Newark,  17!)4,  and  also  as  one  of  (he  earliest 
pew-holders.  They  had  come  to  Niagara  in  ]7{j3,  he  removed 
to  Amherst l)urg  eaily  in  (he  last  ceiitury,  and  at  about  iJic 
commencement  of  the  War  of  18] 2  was  employed  in  the  Engin- 
eer l)epar{ment.  He  accomj)anied  the  (roops  (,o  IJrownstown, 
and  wlien  Troclor  repeated  from  Amherslburg.  was  one  of 
the  last  who  (juiKed  Korl  Maiden,  as  he  slayed  to  superintend 
(ho  dismantling  of  (he  fort  ancl  destruc(ion  of  stores.  His 
family  also  accompanied  (he  retreat.  His  eldest  son,  Andrew 
was  then  13  yeais  of  age.  The  latter  used  (o  occasionally 
(ell  his  grandsons  about  (hose  (imes  and  one  of  the  lads  wrote 
down  part  of  his  grandfather's  recollections.  1'hey  are  given 
here  in  the  old  gentleman's  own  words  : 

"After  (leneral  Hull's  deuKmstral ion  agains(  Fort  Maiden, 
which  ended  in  his  retreat  to  Detroit  and  the  surrender  of 
that  post  (()  (leneral  T.rork,  I  saw  P.rock  at  Amhers(,burg  ;  he 
was  a  fine  jolly  looking,  mi(ldle  aged  man.  \  also  saw  Tecum- 
seh  ;  he  was  a  handsome,  noble  looking  fellow,  very  clean  and 
neat  about  his  f)erson,  and  usually  diessed.in  a  while  shirt, 
deer  skin  hoggings  and  o(,her  usual  Indian  apparel,  but  some- 
tifues  in  a  mililary  red-coat  ,  for  he  ranked  as  a  Ma.ior-(Jeneral. 
I  have  sp()k(Mi  to  him.  He  was  a  Shawanee,  who  in  conmion 
with  many  oilier  Wc^stern  Indians  had  been  at  war  wi(h  (he 
Yankees,  and  came  all  (he  way  to  C'anada  to  fight  for  the 
British."  "A  battle  on  the  lake  took  place  about  25  or  30 
miles  from  Amlierstburg,  where  we  heard  the  guns.  The  Brit- 
ish ships  were  mostly  small  merchantmen  with  a  gun  aboard, 


commandecl  by  a  raplain  of  the  Royal  Navy  as  Commodore. 
He  had  lost  an  arm  at  Trafalgar.  The  })rovin(  ials  were  jxH^r 
sailors  compared  lo  British  seamen,  being  mostly  French  Can- 
adians and  some  of  the  crews  were  only  soldiers.  The  vessels 
were  iindeimanned  and  there  were  nol  suHicient  guns,  and 
whal  puns  there  were  were  not  good  while  the  American 
gun])oa(s  carried  32prs." 

Referring  lo  Ri odor's  relieal,  during  which  (on  (lie  even- 
ing before  the  battle  of  the  Thfuncs  the  Kemps  were  laken 
prisoners,  Mr.  Kemp  said  : 

"We  were  laken  [)risoners  a  -hoi  I  dislamc  aho\  o  I  lie  v  il- 
lage of  (  halhani  while  ascendiim  llic  Thaii^cs.  Fallici'  had 
been  left,  behind  at  Chatham  to  dc'sLioy  a  \  rssel  wiiich  u  as 
there,  and  only  came  up  with  our  del acliment  a  short  time 
before  we  were  taken.  It  was  very  late  when  he  leached  us. 
He  at  once  went  ashore  to  reconnoitie  from  a  hill  nearby, 
from  there  he  siiw  the  Kentucky  Rille  Militia  coming  across 
the  fields  on  horseback.  We  intended  to  reach  an  old  empty 
house  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  att(Mn])ted  to  do  so, 
but  before  we  succeeded  the  bank  was  full  of  men  wlio  lirecl 
some  shots  at  us  because  we  did  not  come  asiioi  e  fast  enough 
when  ordered,  and  they  shot  a  uoman  (hioiigh  the  ch(>eks. 
When  tliey  got  us  ashoj'e,  they  lol^bt  d  us  ol  cxcrvthing  they 
could  cany  away  even  my  molhei's  young  baby's  clothes. 
They  cho])|  ed  u|)  eveiything  else  including  a  feather  bed,  and 
om-  blankets  they  jjut  around  their  shoulders.  I'ather  was 
fui'ious  ;  he  told  them  if  there  had  been  oidy  liall  a  dozen  of 
Ihem  he  would  have  defied  [hviu  to  ha\e  t(juche(l  anything 
and  would  have  thrown  them  into  tlie  ri\cr.  One  of  them 
name<l  Naggs,  who  knew  us,  and  uho  li^id  !\)!i"nerly  lived  in 
Detroit,  haci  to  beg  and  pray  of  father  to  Ite  (juiet,  fcai'ing  they 
would  shoot  him.  Soon  after  the  American  R^egulars  under 
CJeneial  Harrison  came  up,  and  my  father  was  placi^d  under 
a  regular  guard  when  he  al  once  comi)laine(l  of  the  treatment 
we  had  received.  He  was  advised  to  con"\j)lain  to  the  (General 
and  so  mother  went  and  sjK)ke  him.  Harrison  was  very 
kind  to  her  and  said  "My  good  woman  I  will  do  everything 
1  can  for  you."  l>ut  the  Militia  only  s:ud  "who  cares  foi' 
General  Hai'rison  ?    None  of  his  business  wh;il  we  lio." 

"My  father  was  taken  to  Reliie  (\>\r  near  Saiiduicli 
where  he  live<i  on  parok^  for  a  tiuK^  uhirin>j  the  winiei-  >  unlil 
one  day  an  ofhcer  camedown  and  lold  liiin  hi.-,  parnle  \».uuM 
be  u|)  on  a  certain  day,  and  that  lu*  was  to  go  lo  Detroit  ; 
when  with  other  j>risoners  he  W(»ul(l  be  sent  to  (Jreenbu.sh. 
When  he  got  to  Detroit  and  had  reported  himself,  he  notice<l 
that  the  Amei  icans  seemed  very  lax  in  the  way  I  hey  looked 
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aflor  Llioir  piisoners,  so  lio  Ixgan  walking  a))()ul  uikI  ^cUin^^ 
farther  an<l  fartlier  away,  ami  al  lasl  he  slipped  aroiiinl  a 
corner  when  he  lx)ok  to  his  l^ccls  ami  niade  his  way  1<»  the  liack 
of  (he  (own,  where  he  had  j)lenly  of  fiicnds  who  hi<l  him,  and 
helj)e(l  him  to  get  across  the  l  iver  a^^ain  lo  I  he  Canadian  side. 
Father  and  I  (hen  set  out  on  April  7(h,  1S14,  (o  join  (he  British 
forces  at  Niagara.  My  mo(.her  wen(  (o  some  friends  at  Sand- 
wich. The  first  day  out  we  had  a  i  anoe  to  (ravel  in,  the 
second  day  lieing  on  foot,  we  met  a  man  named  -Johnson  who 
was  out  looking  for  his  horses,  he  had  t>ne  horse  with  liim  and 
this  he  allowed  me  (o  ride  all  day.  When  we  reached  John- 
son's house,  we  were  o))lige(l  (o  slay  (here  two  days  lying  (juiet, 
because  we  heard  there  of  a  i)ar(y  of  Americans  who  were 
near.  After  this  we  continued  our  journey  on  foo(.  On  one 
day  our  way  lay  through  the  'Long  lUish'  where  the  road  was 
just  a  cart  (rack  and  no  hou.se  for  (wenly-seven  miles.  The 
walking  was  dreadful,  the  snow  newly  faik-n  heing  aboul  a 
foot  deep  with  alm(jsl  another  fool  of  mud  undernea(h.  1 
got  so  tired  (hat  1  lagged  behind  conlinually  imd  fallu'r  would 
have  to  wait  for  me,  finally  he  made  me  walk  ahead  of  him. 
1  felt  very  downhearted  an(l  miserable,  and  father  kept  trying 
lo  cheer  me  up.  At  last  we  heard  a  cowbell  which  raised  my 
spirits  a  little,  and  about  dark  we  got  into  the  village  of  Dela- 
ware, where  we  had  plenty  to  ea(  and  were  made  c(jmfor(able. 
Soon  after  that  we  had  (o  go  (hrough  (he  'I'ownship  of  Hur- 
ford  where  the  farmers  were  a  very  disalfecled  lot.  They 
were  very  suspicious  and  iiKjuisitive  lus  (o  where  we  came 
from,  and  grumbled  very  much  when  we  asked  for  a  bed. 
They  made  us  a  shake  down  in  front  of  the  fire,  which  (he 
hired  man  put  oul  by  sticking  a  large  log  on  it,  and  there  we 
lay  and  shivere<i  all  night  on  the  floor  which  was  made  of 
rough  logs  wi(h  large  cracks  belwet-n,  wliiU^  (here  wits  a  hole 
under  the  door  large  enough  for  a  liog  (o  come  in  at." 

"When  W'C  got  (o  (he  (Irand  River  (he  bridge  was  broken 
down,  but  we  could  almost  wade  i(.  W'liere  iiamilton  now 
stands  there  was  only  one  house  at  thai  (ime  ;  a  small  stone 
cottage  near  the  mountain.'" 

"W^e  reached  Niagara  safely  April  20(h,  and  wen(  to  a 
friend's.  When  we  arrived  (leneial  Kiall  was  down  b}-  (he 
river,  and  sent  up  soon  afler  lo  ask  if  (here  was  a  iikui  belonging 
to  the  l^ngineer  DeparlmenI  come  from  vSandvvich,  falher 
went  out  lo  him,  an<l  was  (old  he  was  wanted  over  al  the 
Fori  at  once.  (Jeneral  Riall  asked  him  if  he  had  brought 
his  liltle  boy  with  him  and  falher  said  'Yes.'  The  ( leneral 
then  asked  if  ]  was  a  mechanic  and  fathiT  (old  him  *No'  1 
had  been  at  scho(>l.    'I'he  ( leneral  said  'Wi-ll,  Ihal's  Ix'tter 


for  him,  hul  biiiiji;  him  along  and  we'll  inal<e  liini  usefvil.  I 
was  |)u(  on  regular  rations  of  bread,  meal  anfl  iiini,  and  my 
pay  was  fifteen  dolljns  pvr  montli.  We  stayed  here  in  good 
(jnarlers  till  (he  end  of  Ihe  war.  I  used  to  sell  my  rum  lor 
I  wo  dollars  a  (|narl.  All  the  men  got  two  gills  e:xtra  to  work 
on.  I  have  seen  a  hogshead  knocked  in  in  llie  morning  and 
all  gone  by  dark.  My  work  was  to  serve  out  tools  and  rum 
to  the  men.  It  was  excellent  rum,  (juite  thick,  it  is  very  hard 
to  get  any  rum  like  it  nowadays.  It  was  worth  twenty-five 
cents  a  gill.  Our  work  was  done  outside  near  the  Fort.  There 
was  a  shanty  liere  and  father  used  sometimes  to  leave  small 
sums  of  money  on  a  shelf  (here  so  as  to  be  handy.  It  was 
always  stolen  when  he  did  so,  and  suspicion  fell  on  a  man  of 
the  1st  Royal  Scots,  so  a  watch  was  set  on  him.  He  was  a 
(lerman,  \hv\p  were  (,wo  loos(»  stones  in  the  foundation  of  the 
hut,  so  (hat  it  was  possible  to  get  under  the  building.  A  hole 
was  niade  in  the  floor  and  a  watch  set,  and  sure  enough  the 
man  was  caught  and  got  200  lashes." 

"The  Colonel  of  Royal  Scots  in  order  to  make  his  men 
hai'dy,  used  to  mak(*  them  do  sentry-go  in  Ihe  depth  of  the 
winter  of  1814-15  without  their  great  coats.  They  had  come 
to  ('anaxhi  from  the  West  Indies." 

"1'h(Me  was  a  I^ritish  gun-boat  d(*st,royed  a  few  miles 
from  Niagara.  She  was  at  Yoik  and  her  commander  a 
lieutenanl  was  ordered  to  f)roceed  to  Niagara.  On  his  own 
responsibility  he  imdeitook  to  give  j)assage  to  some  ladies 
who  were  going  (o  l>urlington,  and  went  in  there  to  land  them. 
The  wind  was  then  in  his  favor  but  towards  evening  it  chang- 
ed, and  h(^  found  himself  beating  u|)  against  it,  trying  to  make 
the  mouth  of  lh(^  river,  with  t  wo  Yankee  gun-boats  rapidly  get- 
ting t  he  weather  guage  of  him.  The  chase  could  be  seen  from 
Niagara,  and  (he  ra?nparts  on  the  lake  side  wcmc  lined  with 
people  watching  (he  slruggle.  The  Americans  kept  heading 
the  Ihitisher  oil,  firing  a(  him  all  the  tiine  and  he  r(^|)lying 
to  (heir  shols.  Finding  it  impossible  to  gain  the  shelter  of 
the  shore  batteries,  [hv  connnander  of  (he  l>ri(ish  vessel  ran 
her  ashore  in  (he  mouth  of  a  creek  a  f<*w  miles  off  and  blew 
hei'  up.  II  was  (hen  dusk  and  (he  explosion  and  fire  in  the 
wi-eck  could  be  plaiidy  seen  by  the  lookers  on.  The  l»ritish 
oflicer  was  court-martialled  and  dismissed  frotn  (he  service. 
I(,  was  said  he  afterwai'ds  joined  (Jie  AuKMican  service." 

"The  village  of  (^ueenston  chang(Ml  very  little  from  the 
time  I  was  (here  in  1815,  up  to  when  I  visited  it  last,  a  few 
years  ago." 

"There  was  a  woman  who  lived  in  Amhers(1)urg  a(  (he 
(ime  of  rroc(or's  i('(rea(   when  (he  Americans  overran  the 
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place,  who  used  to  make  plate  pics  out  of  sour  ^rcen  ap})les  to 
which  she  put  no  sugar,  and  made  up  (he  i)aste  without  a 
particle  of  shortening  in  it.  Slie  sold  the  pies  to  the  American 
soldiers  at  twenty-five  cents  each." 

The  family  were  united  in  Amherslburg  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  Andrew  Kemp  was  an  ensign  in  the  1st  JCssex 
Militia  in  after  years,  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the 
Schooner  'Anne'  during  the  troubles  of  1837-8.  He  also 
formed  one  of  the  expedition  to  Pelee  Island,  March  3rd, 
1838,  from  whence  the  regulars  and  militia  after  a  smart  action 
drove  Ihe  "Patriot  Army"  (otherwise  "Brigands,"  as  they 
are  described  on  the  old  monument  at  Amherslburg. )  Soon 
after  the  rebellion  Andrew  Kemp  entered  the  Engineer  De- 
partment. David  Kemp  died  in  1842,  leaving  a  large  num- 
ber of  descendants.  His  son  Andrew  removed  to  Kingston  in 
1848,  and  retired  from  the  Department  in  18G9,  being  then 
Clerk  of  Works.    He  died  in  1887  in  his  87lh  year. 

(The  notes  from  the  reminiscences  of  Andrew  Kemp 
were  taken  l)y  H.  G.  (Joodfellow  and  ilie  abrupt  break  is  thus 
accounted  for.  When  Mr.  Kemp  found  thai  *his  grandson 
was  taking  notes  he  stoj)ped  suddenly  and  would  talk  no  more. 
The  patriotism  of  the  family  was  again  shown  in  the  case  of 
a  grandson,  R.  W.  Coodfellow,  who  went  with  the  first  con- 
tingent to  South  Africa  and  gave  his  life  at  Paardeberg, 
Feb.  18th,  1900.  -J. C.  ) 


II 


REV.  JOHN  OAKLEY 


II  iiKty  f)e  Bnid  in  exphmaiion  lluil  Uio  Rev.  John  Oakloy 
apjicais  in  difFrrpnl  posilions,  in  a  mililary  raparily,  as  a 
pK^achei',  as  a  Iraclicr.  The  latter  is  shown  l>y  advertise- 
ments in  [hv  papeis  of  that  day.  Ifis  home  was  noxt  that  in 
which  the  Rev.  T.  PhiHii)ps  laup^ht  the  (Irammar  School. 
'I  he  tolhm'injj:  extracts  were  made  from  the  Journal  in  pos- 
session of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Dorland,  in  I'oronto,  l)y  Miss 
Quade,  \hv  niece  of  Mr.  Oakley. 

"I  anived  at  Niajrara  al)out  the  midrlle  of  October, 
I  v/o  njonlhs  after  f  reached  America.  Soon  after  my  arrival 
[hvrv  I  was  ap|)ointed  to  take  char^^e  of  all  the  military  stores, 
and  at  f^'ort  (Jeor.c;e.  In  1815  I  married  Mary  Henry, eldest 
dan^diler  of  an  A?lillery  IV^nsioner.  In  18ir>  I  was  placed 
upon  th(*  KHiuced  army  list  on  half  pay  in  consecpience  of 
»rene»al  |)ea('(^  with  all  nations. 

lU'fore  I  left  Niagara  the  Lord  enabled  me  to  obtain 
means  of  buildiTiu  a  chapel  in  the  w(\stein  side  of  the  town. 
It  was  a  plain  substantial  buildine:  '50  x 'lO  and  is  now  occu- 
pied principally  by  Ihe  African  race  as  they  bein^  Ihe  most 
numerous  members  i?i  Ihe  church,  the  white  members  when 
a  I'aptist  Chapel  was  built  at  X  Roads  now  Virj^il  (4  Mile 
(  teek)  u!iite(l  with  the  chuich  which  met  th(Me.  While  I 
resid(Ml  in  Nia.uaia  I'Jdei-  Winchell,  who  liad  been  instrumental 
in  orj^ani/inj.^  a  church  at  (^ueenston,  preached  once  a  forf- 
niuhl  U)\-  one  year  in  Niaivara  and  lOhler  Neill  once  a  month, 
at  the  time  I  left  that  town. 

Niagara,  July  r>th,  \H'M). 
I  am  much  (Micouiaired  with  the  liberality  of  the  breth- 
ren and  fricMids  in  subscribin,t(  towards  the  building  our 
Meeting  House,  may  the  Loid  bless  oui"  undertaking,  it  is  a 
very  serious  one  and  I  aj)pear  to  be  almost  left  alone  in  (he 
l)usin(»ss. 

July  IGlh,  1830. 
With  the  assislance  of  Deacon  Ream  and  brother  Tickard 
we  ha\'e  at  (»nce  determined  upon  the  place  and  size  of  a 
Meeting  House*  rmd  hav(*  advertised  b)r  underlakfMs. 


12 


July  2!)l.li,  18:U). 
We  are  now  very  deiicienl  of  a  suitable  |)la('e  for  ineetnu^ 
but  1  think  we  must  endeavor  to  have  a  looni  for  (hat  pur- 
pose until  we  ean  have  the  Meeting  J  louse  buill  . 

Sej)t.  1st, 

Have  been  busily  engaged  in  gelling  timbei-  hauled  to 
Niagara  for  building  the  Meeting  House  and  we  have  niade 
arrangements  lo  have  the  building  laiscd  and  (Micloscd  by  the 
middle  of  November  next. 

Se|)(.  bSlh, 

Have  been  busily  engaged  during  the  las(  week  in  super- 
ifitending  the  business  of  (he  Meeting  House. 

Oct.  4th, 

It  is  four  weeks  since  1  have  wrilten  in  my  -lournal.  The 
two  first  weeks  of  th(?  time  J  was  travelling  foi'  (lie  purpose 
of  soliciting  money  from  the  brethren  of  olhei-  churches  and 
others  to  assist  lis  in  building  the  Meeting  House.  The  Loid 
gave  us  favor  in  the  sight  of  the  |)eo])le  so  (hat  not  only  our 
friends  but  many  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  our  senli- 
ments  suf)sciibe<l  liberally  toward  the  undertaking.  I  have 
been  greatly  grieved  with  the  consideration  (hal,  some  of  our 
brethren  who  are  able  and  from  whom  we  might  naturally  have 
expected  the  greatest  encomagement  and  assistant!'  have 
done  less  for  us  than  many  who  do  not  piofess  to  have  ex- 
perienced a  change  of  heai  t.  Out  of  '200  subscribers  and  sev- 
eral of  these  (Catholics,  there  are  not  at  present  more  than 
thirty  f)iethren  and  sisters  fron^.  om*  own  denomination. 
During  the  time  1  wius  absent  fr(jm  my  family  1  succeed(;d 
better  than  I  had  antieij)ated.  Through  the  goodness  of 
(lod  who  has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands,  we  have  been 
enabled  to  raise  the  frame  of  the  building,  that  we  intend 
(the  liOrd  permitting  us)  to  consecrate  entirely  to  the  services 
of  our  (Jod,  without  the  customary  use  of  ardent  spirits  and 
oh  !  that  it  may  be  the  birthplace  of  many  souls. 

Nov.  2nd,  \K]i). 
Oh  that  all  of  us  who  occupy  the  little  church  in  this 
place  may  finally  prove  to  be  of  the  fold  of  Chiisl. 

Nov.  81  h,  i8:m. 

Last  Saturday  while  (Mnployed  in  collecting  for  the 
Meeting  House  1  had  several  opportunities  of  sj)eaking  to 
my  fellow  creatures  respecting  the  things  that  make  for-  oui- 
eternal  peace." 

The  church  thus  referred  to  was  used  many  years  by 
the  colored  peopk^  of  the  town,  of  whom  there  were  several 


bundrod  at  ono  Ume,  principally  escaped  slaves  who  had  fol- 
lowed I  he  North  Star  to  l/iberty.  Rev.  J.  F3.  Mowat,  pastor 
of  St.  Andrew's  preached  to  them  freipiently  ]850  to  1857. 
Their  numbers  i^radually  decreased  and  the  building  was  fmally 
sold  and  removed  to  the  Oliver  farm.  In  Ihe  graveyard  many 
of  those  dusky  brothers  and  sisters  are  buried,  but  one  white 
child  is  buried  lu^  e,  a  daughter  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  J  no. 
Oakley,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  inscription.  At  first  the 
church  seems  to  have  been  attended  principally  by  white 
people  but  soon  the  blacks  predominated,  and  a  dis()ute 
arose  as  to  lh(^  ])ossession  of  the  chunth.  In  the  words  of 
of  Mrs.  (luillen  "Thv  r>lack  R>aptis  and  the  White  Raptis 
fought  for  it  bul  the  J31ack  Baptis  won"  In  the  early  days 
i(,  is  said  crowds  were  tjiken  for  baplism  to  the  creek  on  the 
properly  of  Mr.  J.  fl.  Rnrns,  tiow  a  peach  orchard,  and  some- 
times to  the  lake  near  Kennedy's  Hollow,  it  is  told  of  one  who 
when  presented  for  baplism,  in  fright  ran  home,  The  oil 
painting  of  (!ol.  Rutler  in  the  possession  of  the  Historical 
Society  was  copied  from  the  original  picture  by  Mr.  Henry 
Oakley,  Ihe  son  of  Rev.  J.  Oakley.  Mr.  Oakley  was  born  in 
England  in  17!)2.  In  the  entry  of  his  marriage  in  St.  Mark's 
register  he  is  called  ('lerk  of  Field  Train.  -  J. C. 


14 


Recollections  of  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Qiiade, 
nee  Henry 


Miss  Quado,  of  Ransomvillo,  has  given  iiKiny  inleresling 
particulars  of  her  grandfalhor  and  granihiiolhor  as  well  as 
having  favored  us  with  several  conlrihuiions  to  I  he  Histor  ical 
Room,  and  I  have  tried  to  put  logether  these  writ! en  at  did'er- 
ent  times.  The  first  given  was  wrilten  l)y  her  motliei  in 
Aug.  1889. 

"My  father,  Dominic  Henry,  was  horn  in  (he  county  of 
Derry,  Ireland.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  (he 
Royal  Ai  tillery,  which  came  to  this  country  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  was  in  the  army  of  ('ornwallis  at  the 
time  of  his  surrender  in  1781 .  My  father  obtained  a  furlough  to 
go  home  and  visit  his  parents  and  friends  ;  his  furlough 
lasted  six  months  and  during  that  time  he  became  acxjujiinted 
with  Mary  Madden,  born  in  (he  county  of  Antrim  and  in  17!)() 
they  were  married  and  he  returned  to  his  regiment,  the  4th 
Ba(.talion  of  Royal  Artillery,  they  were  moved  to  several  pai  ts 
of  Canada  and  at  last  came  to  I'ort  (leoige,  where  he  ended 
his  military  service,  obtained  his  discharge  and  kep(  the  ligld- 
house  where  he  remained  eleven  years  from  18(Ki  lo  18 M,  (he 
light  house  being  then  taken  down,  and  the  tower  which  now 
stands  l)uilt  near  the  same  spot  in  Fort  Mississagua  enclosuie. 
flis  term  of  military  service  was  30  years  and  30  days,  and  he 
died  in  Niagara  in  1829." 

In  the  Wilson  Star  of  Oct.  11th,  1888,  is  an  article  by  a 
reporter  who  interviewed  Mrs.  (Juade,  then  84  years  of  age, 
which  gives  some  additional  particulars.  She  said  "that  the 
po()ulation  of  Niagara  in  1812  was  about  400,  while  Youngs- 
town  at  that  time  consisted  of  two  frame  houses  own(>d  by 
men  of  the  names  of  Crinset  and  Swain.  There  was  no 
church  there,  and  the  othcers  and  soldiers  stationed  at  Fort 
Niagara  crossed  over  to  Fort  CJeorge  and  attended  services  on 
Sunciiiy,  and  coming  in  contact  with  ('anadian  and  Hritish 
oOicers  there  a  friendship  s])rung  up  l)etween  the  odicers  of 
both  armies.  I  rememt)er  when  war  was  declared  in  .lun(» 
1812,  when  the  news  reached  Fort  (ieorge  great  exciicment 
prevailed.    Some  American  otlicers  over  at  Fort  (ieorge  left 
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[he  King's  Wlini  f  near  there  and  pari  eel  wiili  sincere  regrel,. 
On  SiUKlay  before  Mie  deelaraiion  of  war  (Jeneral  llrock  at- 
tended St  Mark's  elinrcli  and  f)r.  West  from  Youngstown, 
had  with  him  his  two  [)retty  little  daughters,  (leneral  Ihock 
hid  (hem  goodbye,  and  said  to  Dr.  West  "(Jood-Hye,  when 
we  meet  again  we  shall  be  enemies.  The  re))orter  goes  on 
to  say  IVlrs.  (^iiade  saw  many  exciting  times  during  the  war. 
The  Americans  had  one  day  !)een  firing  and  she  was  playing 
house  with  several  children  near  the  lighthouse  when  a  man 
came  along  and  picked  up  a  cannon  ball  which  had  just  been 
fired,  he  was  passiiig  along  wi(h  it  in  his  arms  when  another 
ball  which  had  just  been  fir  ed  sti  uck  the  one  he  had  in  his  arms 
and  he  was  killed  instantly,  Capt.  I>ernard  I'^rey.  At  another 
time  she  and  several  other  children  were  ])laying  in  a  wheel- 
banow  near  the  lighthouse  when  a  cannon  ball  struck  about 
two  fvvl  from  them.  They  Ihen  ran  behind  the  lighthouse 
and  in  another  moment  another  ball  struck  the  wheelbarrow 
they  had  just  left,  smashing  it  to  atoms.  Another  time  an 
old  lady,  naincnl  drier,  was  fiMMling  her  cat  when  a  red  hot 
ball  shuck  lh(^  cat,  killing  it  inslaritly,  the  old  lady  was  greatly 
incensed  against  llie  enc^my.  When  the  town  was  burned  the 
lighthouse  was  left  as  it  benefited  the  Americans  as  well  as  the 
British.  (leneral  Harrison  when  stopjVmg  a  short  time  at 
Fort  (leorge  181 '5,  called  at  the  lighthouse  and  engaged  in 
a  conversation  with  her  falher,  the  keeper,  who  gave  the 
details  of  several  battles  favorable  to  the  l>ritish.  Being  in 
civilians'  cIo(1k\s  Henry  did  not  know  for  some  time  that 
he  was  lalking  l,o  (General  Harrison  and  begged  him  not  to 
consider  his  conveisation  very  serious,  he  having  spoken  very 
freely,  but  was  told  that  he  could  not  be  blamed  for  standing 
up  for  his  country. 

Miss  Quadc  lately  found  a  paper  writlen  by  her  mother 
in  l.S8(),  when  she  was  82  years  of  age.  "As  I  looked  at  the 
picture  of  St.  Mark's  (luuch  it  brought  (o  my  mind  many 
ihi?igs  that  happened  in  days  long  passed  nnd  gone.  That 
was  the  churcli  where  I  was  baplizerl  by  the  Kev.  Robt, 
Addison  in  May  1804,  with  a  brother  and  sister  at  the  same 
time,  and  he  also  j)erformed  (he  marriage  ceremony  for  two 
of  my  sisters,  Mary,  who  married  Rev.  John  Oakley  in  1816, 
then  an  oflicer  in  (lie  Field  Train  Oeparlnient  and  also  my 
sister  (-adiaiine,  who  mairied  Mr.  Chase.  The  Rev.  Thos. 
Creen,  his  successoi-,  was  a  f^'csbyterian  when  he  came  to 
Niagara  but.  after  a  few  years  became  an  l<]piscopal  minister, 
1  hea»(l  him  ))reach  his  first  sermon  in  Niagara,  it  was  t)reache(l 
in  a  school  house,  f  *resby tei  ian  school  house,  used  as  church 
afler  the  war,  as  the  church  had  been  burnt  down.    His  text  was 
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"Who  is  I  his  lliat  comelh  from  JOthmi  with  dyed  ^aniuiils  from 
Iiozrah  ?"  1  aflcrwaids  heard  him  preach  a  luneral  sermon 
in  Ihe  lOpiscopal  ehurch  foi'  a  youn^  girl,  llie  (hiu[j;lder  of 
Lawyer  Cajneron.  His  lexl  was  Jer.  3,  4.  "Will  thou  not 
from  this  time  eali  unto  me,  My  l^^alher,  thou  art  the  guide 
of  my  youth  ?"  'I'he  text  followed  me  till  I  at,  last  sought  the 
Lord  to  be  my  guide,  and  1  iind  that  he  whom  J  sought  to  be 
my  guide  in  my  youth  is  my  slay  in  my  old  age.  My  mind 
has  been  carried  back  to  my  childhood's  days  to  the  time  of 
the  building  of  Fort  Mississagua.  1  think  perhaps  there  is 
no  othei'  i)ers()n  living  who  can  tell  what  I  can  aljout  it.  1 
saw  the  tirst  sods  dug  that  were  used  in  the  building  of  that 
fort.  The  lighthouse  stood  on  the  giound  where  the  old 
tower  now  stands,  our  dwelling  house  also  stood  near  the 
lighthouse  and  there  is  the  place  where  1  was  born  and  my 
childhood  days  were  past  there  and  after  the  war  the  light- 
house Wc\^  torn  down  and  the  tower  l)uilt  from  the  stone  and 
l)ricks  from  the  ruins  of  the  town  and  lighthouse.  1  can 
remember  far  better  what  took  place  in  those  days  than  i 
can  things  that  transpired  but  a  shoi  t  time  ago,  I  well  remem- 
l)er  the  (lay  (leneral  Brock  and  his  Aid-de-Camj)  were  killed. 
1  was  at  the  funeral,  I  lemember  hearing  the  mutlled  drums 
beating  and  of  seeing  the  soldiers  standing  in  line  and  the 
band  marched  between  the  two  lines  of  soldiers  across  the 
common  to  Fort  (ieorge  where  he  was  buried,  and  the  Ameri- 
can (lag  at  Fort  Niagara  was  at  half  mast.  The  day  after 
the  funeral  my  mother  took  us  children  up  to  (^ueenston  to  let 
us  see  where  (leneral  I^rock  was  killed.  It  was  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  near  a  thorn  tree,  1  have  been  there  many  times 
since  and  think  J  could  go  to  the  very  spot  now.  1  icmember 
when  the  Americans  took  Niagaia  and  well  do  1  remember 
when  they  left  it  leaving  the  village  in  tlames,  and  1  can  re- 
member many  other  things  that  occurred  then  of  which  1 
have  not  time  to  write  now.  Many  of  the  people  of  the  town 
brought  furniture  and  articles  of  value  to  our  house  while  the 
town  was  l)urning  till  the  house  was  full  and  we  could  take 
no  more.  It  is  now  lifty-five  years  since  I  left  Niagara  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Porter,  now  called  Ransomville.  I 
should  like  to  know  how  many  of  the  inhal)itants  are  now 
living  who  were  in  Niagara  when  I  left  in  1831.  I  went  there 
a  few  years  ago  to  look  once  more  at  my  foimer  home  and  I 
found  but  few  of  my  acquaintances  left,  Miss  Jane  Winter- 
bottom,  Miss  Agnes  McKee  and  Mr.  l^ernard  C'lench.  The 
last  school  J  attended  was  to  Miss  McKee's  father  and  mother." 

We  are  fortunate  indeed  in  having  the  reminiscences 
of  such  an  intelligent  and   well   informed   narratoi'.  Mrs. 
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Qiindc  was  oftcri  surrounded  hy  \hv  rliildron  of  Mio  neij^h- 
bors  hri'uiim  for  ii  slory  of  <  hr  I  nkini^  of  Niji^urii.  To  mnkv  \l 
clearer  she  dicw  a  skclcfi  on  common  wrnppiniij  paper  wiruh 
is  rjow  framed  and  in  possession  ofllie  llisloiieal  Soeiely. 
If  shows  fli<'  livtM',  Younij^slown,  fori,  lij^hl house,  batleiies 
and  fowji. 

In  a  very  rare  hook,  the  report  of  the  f^oyal  and  Palriolie 
Soeiel  y  foi  tned  during  I  he  war  of  1812-14,  I  here  is  a  very  inler- 
eslinj!;  metdion  of  Mrs.  Heniy.  It  appears  thai  on  Mie  day  of 
Ihe  Inkine,  of  P'orl  (Jeorge  INlrs.  M(Mny,  livini^  near  the  lif^ht- 
honsr,  served  nul  refj-eshrneids  to  our  soldiers  who  w<Me  re- 
sislin,!^  (he  ene'ny  landing  on  the  lake  shore.  For  this  noble 
deed  the  Loyal  and  Tatriotie  Society  afterwaids  gave  her 
the  sum  of  /,25  enlling  her  a  "brave  woman  and  one  not  to 
be  fiighteiied." 

Miss  (^uade  also  I  ells  us  that  when  her  mothei"  brought 
her  children  (o  Niagara  for  a  visit  and  they  landed  from 
Youngslown  to  Ihe  Ferry  she  would  vsay  in  ])assing  what  is 
left  to  us  of  Navy  Hall  "Theie  is  the  obi  Farliament  House." 

possess  a  very  good  picture  of  Mis.  (^uade,  and  a  love  letter 
addicssed  to  hei  in  1824,  which  is  very  interesting  to  visitots 
at  the  Room,  also  a  ]v\Xvr  to  Mrs.  Henry,  Fort  (leorge,  1820 
from  hclaiul  refeiring  to  dilferent  ollicers  and  soldiers. 
Dominic  Hemy  and  his  wife  are  both  buried  in  St.  Mark's 
('emelery  not  far  from  the  church,  but  no  stone  as  yet  marks 
the  gi  ave  of  I  he  vetcM  an  and  his  bravi*  wife  one  of  the  heroines 
of  the  pasl  . 

Mrs.  (^uade  lived  to  the  age  of  90,  dying  in  18!H,  an 
obituary  in  the  local  paper  speaks  of  her  (liristian  testimony 
on  her  death  bed.  I']d. 
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REV.  JOHN  McEWAN 


Rev.  John  ]VIcF<]wan  was  the  son  of  Ci\\)i.  MrKv/nn,  who 
fought  at  Queenslon  IJeifi^lUs  and  is  honoiahly  nicnliont'd 
in  (he  niihlary  despatches  as  havinj^  foujdit  well.  We  are 
foii-unate  in  possessing  copies  of  several  letters  sent  to  Miss 
(^uade  giving  his  early  recollections  which  conliiin,  or  clear 
u|)  several  doubtful  ])oints  in  the  history  of  our  town. 

"I  was  born  in  Niagara  in  1811,  Niagara  in  my  boyhood 
was  a  flourishing  town,  it  was  the  maiket  for  the  farmers 
living  within  a  radius  of  forty  miles.  Many  brought  their 
produce  to  market  in  large  l)oals,  great  crowded  market 
waggons  could  also  be  seen  in  the  market  |)lace.  It  was  a 
sight  for  the  boys  to  see  the  four  horse  coaches  in  the  morning 
as  they  came  from  Niagara  Falls  with  travelleis.  On  VMh 
Oct.,  1824,  I  was  present  when  I  he  l  emains  of  Oenei  al  Ih  ock 
and  his  aid  were  taken  from  the  laniparts  of  Foit  (leoige  to 
the  monument  on  Qucenston  Heights.  AVh(ai  Oeneral  IJrock's 
coflin  was  opened  the  flesh  was  still  on  his  face,  it  continued 
thus  however  only  for  a  moment  or  two  after  the  air  struck 
it.  The  hearse  was  a  large  army  waggon  covered  with  black 
cloth,  it  was  drawn  by  four  black  hoises,  driven  by  a  black 
driver,  four  black  men  walked  by  the  head  of  the  hoises. 
l>oy  like  I  followed  the  procession,  though  young,  walking  to 
Queenston  and  back  again.  When  we  got  back  to  Ca()t. 
(yOO})er's  Grove  there  was  a  halt  called  and  a  rest  taken. 
I  have  always  understood  that  the  building  between  Fort 
Oeorge  and  Butler's  Barracks  was  the  l^arliament  House. 
The  lighthouse  on  the  American  side  must  have  been  built 
as  early  as  1815,  I  can  rememl)ei-  it  at  an  early  period  of  my 
life  on  the  large  building  at  the  north  east  corner  of  the  Fort, 
(leneral  lirock  was  buried  in  the  north  east  corner  of  the 
ramf)arts  of  Fort  (leoige.  1  hav(^  been  at  his  grave  often. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  Fort  ihevv  was  a  line  hsh  jxind  foi  the 
ollicers  of  the  regiment.  It  was  close  to  the  Fort  built  of 
stone,  a  spring  of  clear  water  supplied  it  ,  so  clear  that  the  (ish 
could  i)lainly  be  seen.  On  iJie  west  side  of  the  ramparts  nud- 
tiludes  would  assemble  on  race  days  to  see  the  races.  On 
the  first  street,  south  of  St.  Mark's  running  east  and  west,  the 
hill  leading  to  the  river  was  cut  down  to  make  it  more  eiusy 


of  asccMil.  and  Itulian  bones,  koM  lcs,  and  oi  lier  m  l  ides  used 
by  Indians  were  found,  it  was  sui^i)osed  lo  Inive  been  an 
Indian  Ijuryin^  ground  l)efore  Niaj^ara  was  peopled  l)y  the 
whiles.  I  can  i^ive  llie  names  of  I  he  merehjinls,  hoi  el  keepers, 
sleanihoals.  An  old  tree  slood  al.  the  soulh  eoiner  of  Mr. 
Jno.  Record's  fariu,  the  first  fatm  from  the  town  ou  the  Lake 
Road,  it  was  the  most  giganlic  oak  I  ever  saw,  was  1  think 
double  the  height  of  any  tree  near  t  and  with  the  exception 
of  P>ro('k*s  JMonunient,  was  tte  first  thing  seen  in  crossing 
from  'J'oronto.  The  Free  Masoris  used  to  meet  in  Alexander 
Roger's  Hotel.  1  have  always  understood  that  the  first 
J^uliamenl  met  in  the  building  used  as  a  Mililary  Hospital 
in  my  time.  The  ramparts  of  Fori  Mississagua  were  enclosed 
with  oak  ])ick(»ls  I  en  or  twelve  feet  above  the  ground.  The 
pickets  Vv'ere  brought  from  the  whirlpool  and  rafted  down. 

The  night  when  the  town  was  burned  I  have  been  told 
that  a  number  of  people  were  huddled  together  in  a  large 
smok(^  hous(\  behniging  to  my  father.  Part  of  the  time  the 
l*-nglish  f  huich  was  used  as  a  prison.  My  father  was  there 
one  night  as  a  piisoner  to  the  Americans  and  that  flight  two 
prisoners  wefe  scalped  by  the  Indians.  My  father,  (.'apt. 
McFwan  of  the  Flaid<  ('o.  1st  Lincoln  Regt.,  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Niagara,  was  found  after  the  battle  and  taken 
home,  but  was  taken  |)iisoner  out  of  his  bed  and  sent  to  (Jreen 
Hush   !iear  Albany,  N.Y. 

The  stone  house  on  the  corn<>r  near  the  Fnglish  church 
was  built!  by  old  Mr.  I'\'iglcsum.  It  was  said  that  he  picked 
up  stones  from  the  ?uins  of  the  town  wherever  he  could  and 
carri(Ml  them  on  his  back  or  in  his  arms  to  the  lot. 

The  fust  ministers  I  remember  were  Rev.  Mi.  Addison, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Ibunsof  the  F/i)iscopal  and  Presbyterian  Church- 
es. The  wharf  was  the  King's  wharf  and  the  building  there 
was  the  King's  vStf)? ehouse.  The  teachers  I  remember  were 
Mrs.  I'hvart,  Mrs.  Newall,  Mr.  Alex.  McKee,  Mr.  ('rombic, 
•c\u(\  Mr.  Oakley.  .huK  Purns  taught  the  District  school. 

I  remember  Waller  Dickson  as  a  scholar,  John  Waters  was 
the  best  mathematician  in  school,  Mr.  (jcen  was  the  precen- 
tor ixiivv  Rev.  .Ino.  P.urns  and  then  ^.  (I.  Ralston.  An  early 
teacher  was  Mr.  Ilurst,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  the  latter  taught 
at  one  tin^'  in  an  upper  room  of  the  frame  building  UvSed  by 
the  Presbyleiian  Church  after  the  war.  Mr.  Rol  erts  was 
drowned  in  Niagara  the  day  after  his  school  closed." 

The  Rev.  .Ino.  McFwan  (also  spelled  Mcl'^ran  )  who  was 
born  in  Niagara  1811,  flied  in  Moberly,  Mo  ,  in  P)()l.  Me  was 
licensed  lo  ))feach  ux  \KV,)  and  tilled  dilfereid  apf)ointments 
till  18<S7.    lie  was  interred  in  1\)nawanda,  N.Y.  J.C. 
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Reminiscences  of  Mr.  Daniel  Field 


Reminiscences  of  the  war  of  1812-13-14  as  ^iven  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Field  at  a  family  gathering  on  th(^  anniversaiy  of  his 
8()th  birthday. 

I  volunteered  in  a  company 'of  Dragoons,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Merritt  in  1811,  and  in  June  1812  war  was  de- 
clared and  1  was  called  out  on  the  2()th  of  .June  for  active  ser- 
vice. I  was  at  the  taking  of  Detroit  for  which  1  received  a 
medal*  and  was  orderly  to  Major  (Ilegg  at  (he  bat  lie  of  Queen- 
ston  Heights  on  the  18th  October,  1812,  duiing  which  (leneral 
Brock  fell,  during  the  ensuing  winter  1  carric^l  despatches 
from  (^ueenston  to  (Chippewa,  1  also  was  (Migaged  in  (he  battle 
of  Lundy's  Lane,  our  company  gol,  scat((M-ed  and  1  got  sep- 
arated from  them  and  was  on  the  battle  field  all  night  carry- 
ing drink  to  the  wounded,  who  lay  scattered  ovei-  tlie  field, 
I  was  (juite  near  Mr.  Cockell,  who  was  shot  at  that  batde. 
Previous  to  this  1  was  at  the  batlle  of  Niagara  on  the271,h 
May.  I  was  there  carrying  ammunition  from  I'^ort  (leorge 
to  the  army,  during  the  battle  1  left  my  team  and  ran  to  (lie 
scene  of  action,  when  returning  I  came  Uj)on  a  wounded  sol- 
dier who  was  unable  to  walk,  so  1  look  him  on  my  l)ack  and 
carried  him  to  the  hospital,  we  were  then  forced  to  retire  to 
Burlington  Heights. 

1  was  with  the  army  during  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  sum- 
mer, but  received  my  discharge  in  November,  and  then  re- 
turned to  my  home  on  the  bank  of  Niagara  I^iver,  but  had 
scarcely  been  there  two  hours  when  I  was  (aken  prisoner  by 
the  Americans  and  taken  to  Niagara  town.  The  next  day 
they  took  me  and  my  horse  over  the  river  to  Vovl  Niagara  on 
the  American  side,  where  1  was  kei)t  a  prisoner  for  six  weeks, 
ft  was  while  1  was  there  that  the  town  of  Niagara  was  burned 
by  the  Americans  and  evacuated  by  them. 

There  were  16  white  and  12  Indian  prisoners  in  the 
Fort  with  me,  through  the  aid  of  a  friend  I  got  home  again. 
As  soon  as  it  was  known  by  C'ol.  Hamilton  of  the  lOOth  Regt. 


*M(intiont'd  on  page  12,  No.  5  of  piihlicalions  of  Niagara  Jlislorical 
Society,  where  there  is  an  engraving  of  the  I'Mehl's  House. 
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and  ofTiccrs  thoy  called  on  mo  t.o  give  information  with  rej^ard 
to  Fori,  Niagaia,  which  they  contemplated  attacking. 

A  few  days  after,  Col.  Hamilton  with  his  regiment  cross- 
ed over  for  tliat  purpose,  and  1  with  a  company,  called-ihe 
"Forlorn  Hojie"  was  the  first  to  cross.  1  piloted  them  into  the 
Fort,  which  wns  taken  aftei*  much  loss  of  life,  and  fJiat  was 
one  of  my  last  adventures  of  Ihe  war. 

"And  MOW  tlio  w;ir  is  ovrr  hoys, 
Down  we'll  sit  at  oase, 
Wo'll  f)lo!igb  and  row, 
And  roap  an<l  mow, 
And  do  just  as  wp  |)lrasp." 
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KiciMiNiS( :en(:i<:s  ov 

MK.  JAS.  A.  DAVIDSON 


In  a  leUcT  to  the  Niagara  Tiwca  he  says  :  "You  IVo- 
(|uonl!y  publish  articles  that  interest  me  much  in  relerenci' 
to  old  Niagara  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  and  this  has  put  (he 
whim  into  my  mind  to  give  you  some  of  my  early  recoiled  ions 
when  1  became  a  dweller  therein  in  IK^O.  ('ommen<ing 
at  the  north  end  of  the  principal  street,  (^ueen,  R.  M.  (  'rysler 
carried  on  an  extensive  store,  across  from  that  (he  I  British 
American  Hotel,  then  kept  by  Peter  (-ain,  then  the  store  of 
Wilson  and  ('harles  then  the  watchmaker's  sho))  of  (-annilf, 
then  the  ('lement  block  of  stores,  lirst  (hat  of  Lewis  ('lenienl 
<fe  Sons,  next  Peter  Drummond's,  ex(ensive  grocery  and  (ha( 
of  the  Laidlaw  Bros.,  and  on  the  corner  a  brick  store,  the  fine 
es(ablishment  of  Halfour  &  Drysdale.  Next  up  sireet  was 
the  hardware  store  of  R.  M.  Long,  the  law  ollice  of  Jas.  I>oulton, 
(Jien  a  vacant  lot  owned  by  Jno.  Young,  and  on  the  cornei*  a 
two  story  tin  roofed  brick  store  in  which  Jas.  Lockhart  had 
a  branch  of  the  Commercial  l>ank,  then  (he  large  brick  store 
of  J.  L.  Alma  and  a  watchmaker's  shop  kept  by  one  Peteis,  and 
on  the  corner  at  Market  S(iuare  J.  J.  Ralston 's  stalioner's 
store,  at  the  next  corner  of  the  Market  S(iuare  a  brick  slore, 
('lark's  grocery,  then  a  tall  narrow  three  slory  store,  kept  by 
Thos.  Shaw,  and  adjoining  it  the  tinware  and  hardware  of 
the  Wagstair's.  On  the  next  corner  Wm.  Parr's  exiensive 
slore,  then  John  Andrew's  furniture  store  and  farlher  on 
opposile  the  Catholic  (^hurch  R.  Moffat's  llolel,  (hen  go  down 
the  sireet  northward  again  on  (he  coi  ner  f)f  King  the  law  ollice 
of  Vi,  C.  (-ampbell,  afterwards  judge,  the  (hug  store  of  Jas. 
Harvey,  (hen  Culver  and  Cameion's  store,  a  (ailor's  shop, 
Frazer,  and  the  great  slore  of  Jno. Young  and  his  residence, 
a  wooden  store,  Stocking  &  Crier's  big  s(()re.  John  (Irier 
and  Judge  ('ampbell  were  the  two  tallest  men  in  (he  Niagara 
District.  Next  to  Stocking  &  Crier's  was  (he  blacksmith's 
shop  of  Malthew  Dobbie,  then  Smar(/s  hnt  s(()re,  and  (he 
tailor's  shop  of  ('ampbell  &  Sherwood,  and  Miss  Thorpe's 
grocery,  and  Fisher's  watchmaker's  shop.  On  the  corner  (he 
(Irug  slore  of  Ral|)h  (blench.    Acioss  on  (he  next  coi  ner  was 
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P*rown's  hotel,  tho  dwelling  place  of  J)r.  Matthews,  Brown/vS 
store,  shop,  anfl  Massey's  harness  shop,  the  bakery  of  Dix 
and  Hay,  the  residence  of  Charles  Field,  and  on  the  corner 
Maloney's  tailoring:  establishment,  employing  six  or  eight 
workmen.  On  Ihe  next  corner  a  tin-roofed  brick  block  of 
Blake  and  Rogers,  next  to  this  the  Roger's  residence  and  next 
the  Post  Onice,  then  a  two  story  brick  house,  next  the  residence 
of  Archibald  GilkivSon,  then  the  residence  of  R,  M.  Crysler, 
afterwards  sold  to  C  L.  Hall,  a  lawyer,  and  next  north,  the  fine 
house  of  Jas.  Lockhart,  merchant,  shipowner  and  banker,  this 
house  was  erecfed  by  Chas.  Richardson. 

In  18.''7  I  remember  standing  on  the  top  of  Fort  Mississ- 
agua  with  J.  1^".  R.  Comer,  ( 'ommissariat  De])t.,  watching  the 
cloud  of  black  smoke,  when  IVIontgomery's  tavern  was  burnt. 
The  little  Steamf'r  Commodoie  I^arrie  had  a  few  days  before 
taken  a  load  of  volunteers  from  Niagara  to  fight  the  rebels. 
When  (hey  returned,  some  with  faces  ])urposely  blacked,  some 
with  ])ikes  picked  up  on  the  field,  one,  I'om  Stead,  with  a  big 
bay  horse  captured^  there  was  a  jolly  crowd.  The  late  Hon. 
Jno.  Simpson  was  one  of  the  most  active  ni  the  volunteers. 
Capt.  l>ai"kej's  Company  of  Fireman  went  to  Chipt)awa  as 
part  of  the  military  force  and  ('apt.  Clench's  Company  of 
colored  tjoops  to  I*ort,  Robinson  lo  guard  t  he  Welland  Canal. 

Niagara  in  my  boyhood  was  the  great  trading  point  for 
the  district.  The  Niagara  ffarbour  and  Dock  Company 
was  at  the  lu^ight  of  its  prospeiily  and  (Mnployrd  Iiundreds  of 
worlunen.  many  steamers  were  built,  here.  All  the  court 
business  for  the  counties  of  T/incoln,  Welland  and  Haldimand  was 
here  transacted,  fn  1838  a  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners 
arrived  from  T^ngland  and  were  employed  in  the  renovation 
of.  Fort  Mississagua.  Also  about  (his  time  perhaps  the  finest 
mililary  Ixxly  that  ever  came  to  the  district,  the  King's 
Dragoon  (Ujards,  officered  by  men  of  wealth  and  titk*.  The 
men  were  all  six  feet  in  height  with  fine  well  trained  horses. 
Ibitler's  l>arracks  was  put  in  order  for  them,  many  of  the 
oflicers  were  in  private  houses.  Some  of  the  young  officers 
when  on  a  lark  often  carried  olf  the  big  gildcfl  boot,  the  sign 
of  B.  Finn,  shoemaker,  and  sometimes  paid  a  fine  of  $25  for 
this,  so  thai  i(  proved  veiy  profit abh*  l,o  the  owner. 
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Reminiscences  of  American  Occupaiion 
ol  Niagara  from  27lh  May 


'I'hese  have  boon  gathered  IVom  c.onvcMsaLioiis  with  des- 
(•(^ndanls  of  those  living  in  the  town  or  from  letters  and  other 
documents. 

Mrs.  Follett  remembers  that  her  mother,  Mrs.  Whitten, 
daughter  of  Samuel  (^assady,  told  her  that  on  the  day  of  the 
attack  Mrs.  ('assady  with  her  children  walked  out  to  Hutler's 
farm  for  safety  and  the  daughter  Jane,  afterwards  Mrs. 
Whitten,  carried  her  little  brother  on  her  back.  'I'hey  stayed 
all  night  in  the  barn  and  the  mother  returned  in  the  morning 
to  see  how  matters  stood.  The  house  was  on  CJueen  Street 
near  Mr.  John  Sando's  and  was  found  to  be  occupied  by 
American  oflicers.  She  ha<J  left  bread  recently  l)ake(l  in  the 
house  and  on  inquiring  if  she  could  retinn  with  her  children, 
they  asked  who  made  the  br(?ad  they  had  found  in  (he  house 
an<l  offered  to  let  her  retui  n  on  condition  (hat  she  would  bake 
for  them,  they  supplying  100  lbs.  of  Hour  and  sluj  giving  100 
lbs.  of  bread  and  to  have  all  the  additional  loaves  for  herself. 
This  she  did  all  the  time  they  were  in  occupation  a  |>roof  no 
doubt  that  Mrs.  Cassady  made  good  bread.  She  also  re- 
members that  the  house  near  was  occupied  by  her  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Chas.  Field,  and  on  the  soldiers  ransacking  Iho 
house  they  founcl  in  an  u])per  room  in  a  d  unk  the  F\w  Mason 
Regalia  as  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  house  at  one  time  as 
shown  by  notices  in  the  pa[)ers.  An  officer  stopped  them, 
evidently  one  of  the  fraternity,  and  the  house  was  free  from 
plundering  on  that  account. 

A  letter  from  IJon.  Wm.  Dickson  at  Albany  Hth  Aug., 
1813,  contains  the  account  of  himself  and  others  who  were 
made  prisoners  in  violation  of  the  promise  of  Deaiborn.  On 
l{)th  June  they  were  made  i)risoners,  kept  in  a  house  in  town, 
then  sent  to  Fort  Niagara,  thiee  days  hence  to  liatavia,  ('an- 
andaigua,  (leneva,  IJtica,  300  miles  in  57  days.  A  list  of 
persons  is  given  who  were  taken  into  custody  on  19th,  20th, 
21st  June  1813.  Another  document  gives  the  names  of 
non-combatants  to  whom  passports  were  given  on  IJec.  11th, 
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1813,  fin(I  in  a  lisf,  of  8(.li  Jan.,  1814  ;  proposed  for  exrhanpclhe 
names  se(MTi  l,o  be  all  niilifary.  Thv  ropoi  l  of  Jno.  Krly,  1V1.1)., 
fo  Ilaryey  as  l,o  relurn  of  piisoners  kepi,  af  Sandusky  in  a 
low  swampy  place,  fever  and  dysenlry,  prevail,  jnen  are  weak, 
sallow,  hv  had  never  in  any  f)lace  seen  sueli  sirkness  amonjr 
soldiers.    The  lisi,  is  : — 

Wm.  Dir.Uson,  Harrisk-r  J  no.  M  cl'  arlaiul,  Hoaf.-biiildor 

J  MO.  Symiin^loii,  MnrrlianI  Ralph  Clench,  Clork  of  Poafo 

.los.  F.dward.'^,  Mcrchanl  Jno.  Powdl,  Upjristrar 

.las.  Miiirhrad,  Surgeon  Cloo.  Jjavvo,  Usher  to  L.C. 

Andrew  lferr»n,  MerelianI  -Ino.  McKwan,  Merchant 

Jno.  (Jri(>r,  Merchant  .lacoh  l^all,  !'"arnier 

.Ino.  ('rooks,  ('lerk  to  .fas.  ('roohs,  and  twelve  of  hers. 

The  list  lo  whom  passports  were  j^iven  on  I^ee.  11th, 
1813,  Wm.  Diekson,  .Ino.  Kdwaids,  Jno.  drier,  Jno.  MeFar- 
land,  Jno.  (hooks,  J.  I'aldwin,  A.  Heron,  otheis  on  Dee.  8lli 
and  Dec.  24th  signed  on  Jan.  1814. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Dickson  when  the  town  was  l)urne<l  was  ill  in 
bed  and  was  carried  out  and  lay  on  th(»  snow  watchinj^  the 
destruction  of  the  house,  the  first  brick  house  l)uilt  in  Niagara 
shown  by  a  letter  dated  1795.  The  library  was  valued  a( 
/()00.  The  late  VV^altei-  U.  Dickson  then  a  boy  of  six  refuem- 
bered  them  threatening  to  throw  him  in  the  well. 

Mis.  McK(M\  whose  husband  was  a  prisoner  at  ihv  Fort 
on  the  death  of  a  child  refused  to  have  it  buried  till  the  hus- 
band and  father  could  come  to  the  funeral.  He  was  blind- 
folded and  biought  over  with  a  guard  and  then  returned 
the  same  way.  When  the  town  was  burned  the  family  had 
seven  buildings  l)ijrned,  the  store  with  vahiable  goods  from 
Monlrejil,  a  soap  and  candle  manufactory,  two  dwelling  houses, 
etc.  Th(\y  pack(Ml  (if((M^n  tiunks  with  the  most  valuable  things 
and  their  lrie?id,  the  falher  of  the  late  Dr.  Rolls  sent  for  them 
to  his  house  near  SI  .  (  'atharines.  The  mother  to  keep  her  little 
girl  f>om  standing  on  the  snow  while  watching  the  conflagra- 
tion placed  her  on  a  larg(^  tea  tray,  but  in  spite  of  all  her  toes 
were  partly  frozen.  On  reaching  the  l'T«ght-Mile  ('reek  the 
trunks  wvrv  buried  and  covered  with  brushwood  to  be  safe 
from  maraudeis. 

Mr.  Andnnv  Heron,  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the 
Niagaia.  Libtaiy  staited  in  1800,  lived  nea!'  what  was  after- 
wanls  Howatd's  Hotel  but  was  th(Mi  a  prison(M-  at  (Ireenbush 
with  others  formerly  fnentioned,  found  on  his  return  that  his 
wife  with  an  infant  child  (afterwards  Mrs.  Dugdale  )  had  been 
carri(»d  out  on  the  snow  while  the  town  was  bmning.  1'he 
library  of  1800-1820  was  partly  saved  as  shown  by  ent?  i(\s  af- 
terwards and  lists  of  l)ooks  bough!  to  r(*))lace  those  destroyed. 
Mrs.  Taylor  of  Ancasler,  has  part  of  a  vohmie  whi(  h  her  fath- 


cr,  Capl.  'I'aylor,  saved  from  (he  binning  huildinu;  and  i(  was 
supposed  l(f  he  I  he  only  book  so  sav(^d,  I  he  exisleii(  (»  of 
several  is  known  of.  The  fragment  had  had  eliaired  leaves. 
One  hook,  No.  81,  is  now  in  possession  of  llu^  Niagara  Historical 
Soeiely  and  Mrs.  M.  Servos  has  two  volumes  also  with  the 
oiiginal  lahel.  There  were  100  i)e()ple  in  the  town,  mostly 
women  and  children,  or  old  men  and  invalids,  as  the  ahle 
hodied  were  either  piisonei's  oi-  in  the  militia  lighting. 

The  house  of  Mr.  IJalj^h  Clench  wa.s  not  hurned  as  shown 
ill  "Proceedings  of  the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Society,"  hut 
w;is  l)urnt  accidental!}^  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  two  families 
Clench  and  Stewart,  were  living  there,  and  help  wa.s  given  as 
llu're  weie  seventeen  thus  left  homeh^ss. 

^i'he  late  John  Rogers  told  me  (hat  \\v  wris  a  hoy  of  nine 
al  the  time  and  that  he  distinctly  remembered  being  on  the 
street  when  n  cannon  ball  tired  from  l^ort  Niagara  passed 
near  him.  Theii"  home  could  have  been  sa\'ed  as  they  had 
friends,  indeed  relatives  among  the  American  otlicers,  but  were 
told  this  would  only  he  an  injury  as  it  would  be  thought  they 
were  disloyal  and  symi)athizers  with  the  enemy.  It  is  told 
that  one  of  the  beautiful  mantel  pieces  in  the  jiresent  house 
was  saved  by  Mrs.  Rogers,  who  carried  it  out  her.self. 

Mrs.  Winterbottom  was  in  the  hou.se  situated  where  J)r. 
Ker's  house  stands  and  American  otlicers  boarded  there. 
An  Indian  came  in  one  day  and  demanded  licjuoi-,  her  child, 
the  late  W.  B.  Winterbottom,  ran  screaming  (liat  his  mother 
was  being  killed,  as  on  her  refusal  the  Indian  raised  his  toma- 
hawk to  kill  her  but  an  officer  fortunately  sti  uck  him  down  with 
his  sword.  During  the  bombardment  people  rtHrc^ated  to 
(heir  cellars,  some  hung  blankets  over  (heir  windows,  some 
look  refuge  after  the  burning  in  a  cave  dug  in  the  side  of  a 
hill  or  made  huts  of  rough  boards. 

Mrs.  ('am()hell,  wife  of  Fort  Majoi-  Campl)ell.  The 
following  letters  show  the  sullerings  and  losses  of  the  family. 

Stamford,  28th  June,  1815. 

Madam- -The  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  having  voted  the 
sum  of  /,2500  for  the  relief  of  sutferers  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier from  the  conllagiation  of  their  houses  by  the  enemy,  the 
trustees  appointed  by  the  President,  Sii-  (loidon  Drummond 
to  distribute  the  fund,  have  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Thos. 
Dickson,  Msq.,  of  Qiieenston,  the  sum  of  /[iV.]  12s  8  l-2d, 
to  be  paid  to  your  receipt  on  demand.  'IJu^y  have  done  this 
on  the  supposition  (hat  such  a  sum  might  he  acceptable  al- 
though no  a|)plicat ion  to  shaic  in  this  benevolein c  has  been 
made  on  your  l)ehalf.    Should  you  decline  to  accept  the  siun. 
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Uio  Tru.slces  request  lhat  you  would  signify  your  pleasure  to 
Mr.  Dickson  as  early  as  possible  vso  that  it  may  be  divided 
amongst  i>tbers, 

Thos.  Scott 

Wm.  Dummer  Powell 

John  Slrachan. 

Mrs.  Major  ('ampbell, 
Windsor, 

Nova  Scot  ia. 

In  a  letter  from  York,  Jan.  18tli,  1810,  from  Alex.  Wood 
the  claims  of  Mrs.  ('ampbell  are  stated.  "She  bore  her 
troubl(\s  with  much  fortilude  and  resolution.  She  was  in 
comfortable  citcumstances,  and  on  the  death  of  her  husband 
in  1812,  with  three  young  children  waf;  unable  to  leave  the 
place  and  on  the  memorable  night  of  the  destruction  of  the 
town  she  was  di  iven  from  her  house  with  her  infants,  without 
the  possibility  of  saving  her  own  or  their  clothes  and  was  with 
Mis.  Wm.  Oickson  exposed  for  three  days  and  nights  upon 
th(*  snow  with  the  canopj^  of  Heaven  for  a  covering,  her  house 
once  the  seal,  of  hospitality  and  plenty  reduced  to  ashes 
l)efore  her  face,  a  few  valuables  she  had  endeavoured  to  save 
were  torn  from  her  by  a  monster  in  human  form  and  carried 
ofl"  and  divided.  All  this  is  known  to  several  respectable 
people." 

In  a  letter  from  Alex  Stewart,  July  25th,  182:],  to  Alex. 
Wood,  York,  supfiosedly  a  statement  of  losses  for  (Jovernment 
damages  he  mentions  that  "the  widow  (-ampbell  lived  in  a 
house  ot)  X  2t>,  a  story  and  a  half  high,  finished  in  handsome 
style  with  barn  etc.,  a  good  fence  round  two  acres  of  land 
with  fruit  trees,  tier  house  was  furnished  in  a  style  corres- 
ponding with  the  rank  of  her  husband,  a  Major  in  the  army. 
Her  furniture  plundered  and  a  sum  of  money  taken  from  her 
hands  by  a  villian  of  our  country  serving  under  the  rebel 
Wilcocks.  Scweral  gentleman  have  placed  the  value  fif  her 
property  at  /.1200  cy.  On  her  husband's  death  leaving  three 
children,  erne  an  infant,  this  unfortunate  woman  after  carry- 
ong  it  four  miles  to  baptism  had  to  dig  its  grave  and  cover  its 
n^mains.  If  there  is  an  individual  who  can  claim  more  com- 
mis(M'alion  than  another  surely  it  would  be  Mrs.  ("ampbell." 

Stali  ment  of  loss  by  the  conflagration  of  the  town  10th 
Dec.  18b'?,  of  Mrs.  I'^liza  ('ampbell,  widow  of  Foil  Major 
Duncan   ( 'ampbell. 
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(Fort  Major  Campbell  was  iakcn  |)ris()n('r  wilh  Corn- 
vvallis,  served  afterwards  at  Halifax,  was  ('npt.  in  nth 
and  Fort  Major  at  Fort  (leorge,  wheic  he  was  bm  led  shortly 
after  Sir  Isaac  thock,  near  the  West  (larrisoii  (iate.    Kd.  .I.C.  I 

In  a  letter  from  Glk).  Philli)ots,  Koyal  iMigiiiecr's  Ollice, 
Fort  (leorge,  he  asks  as  to  the  claims  of  })eoj)k^  in  Niagara 
whose  chimneys  and  walls  were  taken  down  to  biiil<l  by  others 
and  asks  whether  the  ])rice  of  the  brick  or  stone  is  to  ])e  given 
or  value  as  stiinding  as  chimneys  are  good  enough  to  build 
round  and  some  walls  good  enough  to  ])ut  a  I'oof  on.  In 
July  last  when  there  was  a  probability  of  Americans  attack- 
ing Fort  (Jeorge  and  Mississagua  he  was  ordered  by  (leneial 
Kiall  to  cut  down  all  orchards  in  the  town  and  level  all  the 
buildings  which  could  alTord  cov<'r  to  an  enemy  between  the 
forks.    People  are  demanding  to  be  paid  for  the  loss  suslained. 

\Vm.  liamilton  Merritt  says  in  his  diary  that  "on  Ihe  (Jlh 
we  went  down  to  Castle  ("horus  with  Capt.  Hamillon,  larvi.s, 
McKenny  and  Ball  to  find  some  medicine  buried  there,  next 
day  procured  a  wagon  had  the  chest  dug  up.  Whilst  (here  at 
l)reakfast  at  Squire  P.  Ball's  a  fight  commenced  between 
Indians  under  Capt.  Norton  and  Chief  Blackl)ird  and  about 
()()0  of  the  States  Infantry.  In  Oct.  Mr.  (rordon,  his  br(jlhei- 
in-law  took  his  family  from  12  Mile  Creek  to  Burlington  for 
safety. 

On  Dec.  lOth  saw  by  the  glare  at  night  that  the  hnvn  was 
on  fire.    On  the  advance  of  Col.  Murray  nothing  but  hea[)s 


of  cfKils  and  slreels  full  of  furniture  wai=;  seen,  Mr.  Clonlon's 
house  left  standing.  The  !)arraeks  and  woodwork  nearly  eon- 
sumed.  !  returned  t.o  llev.  Mr.  Addison's  ahnos(,  famished 
and  had  a  good  sleep." 

Uev.  .Ino.  MelCwan  says  "the  night  ilie  (own  was  burned 
a  number  of  people  were  huddled  together  in  a  large  smoke 
house  owned  by  my  father,  l^art  of  the  time  the  old  ICnglish 
Church  was  used  as  a  prison.  My  father,  Capt.  MeP/wan, 
was  there  one  night  as  a  prisoner.  He  was  wounde<l  at  the 
battle  of  Niagara  and  taken  home,  was  taken  prisoner  out  of 
his  bed  and  sent  to  Creenbush,  N.Y." 

In  ten  years  of  VX\,  by  Mrs.  Edgar.  A  letter  from  T. 
(;.  Ilidout  U)  his  father  from  St.  Davids  20th  July,  1813. 
"Uode  down  to  the  Ooss  Roads  three  miles  from  Niagara 
where  (he  Royal  King's  and  GOO  or  700  Indians  arc  posted, 
'j'he  Americans  were  advancing  inio  Rail's  fields.  l^»lackbird 
and  Norion  went  to  meet  (hem.  We  rode  to  within  1  1-4 
miles  of  the  (own.  Ihe  road  was  covered  with  Indians, 
oflicers  and  soldiers  from  (he  Rresby(erian  Church,  They 
must  have  judged  our  force  8000,  bu(  we  had  only  1000." 

The  same  ofhcer  wriles  fronr  St.  Davids  24th  Aug.,  1813. 
"J/reirt.  Col.  O'Neil  with  30  Dragoons  R)th  covered  tlie  ad- 
vance of  ljt.-('Ol.  Harvey  into  (lie  (own.  Scouring  several  of 
(he  s(  reels  as  far  as  (he  l^resbyterian  ('hurch,  (ol.  Harvey 
call(Ml  ;it  his  old  (]uarteis  and  recovered  a  box  he  had  left 
there.  The  enemy  conrmenced  a  brisk  fire  from  the  garden 
walls  and  hoirses,  bu(,  our  (roops  redred  in  order  and  wi(li 
little  loss. 

Sept.  15(11,  fleachprarters  near  Niagara.  We  burn  rails, 
sli^al  apples,  ])ears  and  peaches.  I  car  ry  on  foraging,  onions, 
eggs,  (urkeys,  musk  melons,  milk  cows,  etc. 

Sep(,  4(Ji,  1813,  Four-  Mile  (jeek.  We  have  changed 
(piar(,ers  from  St.  Davids.  The  8(h,  HH(h,  part  of  the  8l)th 
and  J 00th  on  (he  edge  of  the  wood,  in  fronl  the  main  road 
riossing  Ihv  camp  by  Mr.  Addison's,  where  the  (Jeneral  slays 
we  (  ook  possession  of  an  ok  I  house,  made  a  s(,r  aw  bed  on  (  he 
floor-.  We  collect  balm  from  (he  garderr  for-  (,ea  and  carry 
on  an  extensive  robbery  of  peas,  onions,  corn,  carrots,  etc., 
for  we  can  gel  nothing  bu(  by  stealing  (^xcept  milk.  Bread 
and  buKer-  is  out  of  the  (lueslion,  we  have  an  iron  pot  which 
ser  ves  for-  (('af)ot,  roaster-,  and  boiler',  and  two  window  shutters 
|)u(  upon  (luce  barT(4s  serve  lor  a  tat>le. 

Sep! .  21st.  I  car  r  y  on  (lie  foraging  (  he  nes(s  ar  e  kept  nice 
and  clean  fr-om  (;ggs.  We  feed  a  (ur  key  every  day  at  (lie  door-, 
which  is  doomed  for  our  Sunday  dinner-.  I  wish  (leoige  could 
bring  a  little  slarch  wi(,h  him  for  (  he  frills  of  my  shirts.  Reggy 
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Ni'llcs  lias  JlisI  mended  iny  l)kie  cital  aiid  seiil  il  d<t\\)i  lo  nie 
fof  vv'hieli  I  lliaiik  her  very  nuieli  ;  eoiiceiiiiii^  llir  ,-liirls  the 
si  arch  has  no!  yel  eonie  to  hand." 

Mi-s.  II.  N.  r.all,  says  [Iw  ("rooks  family  Idi  lor  Tln/rold 
al  12  al  niglil,  2l)(h  May  Irom  ('rookslon,  one  nnlr  creek, 
carried  a  child  of  len  which  was  hel|>k'.-.>.  Old  larol)  hall's 
wife  also  went  to  Thorold  carrying  J»  hahy.  d'he  lo.i^  lion>e  at 
Crookston  was  swimmini^  wilh  blood  the  ila\-  (^1  (he  halllc. 
The  r>all  home  was  74  ft.  lon;i,  pari  (<f  lous,  ad<lilions  were 
built  in  1811.  It  was  taken  down  an<l  is  now  a  l  ucking  house 
b)r  fruit,  the  coihng  is  hi.Kh  and  ilic  oM  doors  ma>  \el  be  seen. 

liev.  John  Carrol  in  My  lioy  bile,  gives  his  own  recollec- 
(ions  011(1  those  of  his  niolher.  iJorn  in  ISO!)  he  was  onl\  lour 
when  the  family  came  to  Niagara  and  his  fatbei'  atid  I  wo 
brothers  enliste(l  in  the  Iloyal  Arlilh  iy  Diixcrs  and  hail  been 
in  the  town  a  fortnight  when  (he  battle  occurrt'd  May  '_!7th, 
ISlo,  "I  remember  I  he  militia  men  i)ouring  into  the  house  to 
icceive  a  badge  of  white  cotton  or  linen  on  the  aim  (o  lei  llie 
Indians  kni)W  that  we  were  Ijiilish,  (for  both  sides  em[)loye(| 
Indians).  I  remember  the  women  in  te^trs.  raril;:^  of  led 
(M)ate(l  soldiers  then  sounds,  bang,  bang,  pop.  pop.  Mollier 
said  the  bullets  flew  like  handfuls  of  [)eas,  I  lien  a  ci  a-hing 
sound  through  the  house,  it  was  a  cannon  bail,  ihrouLdi  the 
walls  over  our  heads,  mother  took  us  out  of  the  lioii-e.  spread 
a  blanket  near  a  fence  close  to  a  wheatheld,  another  cLiiHion 
ball  |)lougiied  up  the  ground  neai-  us  mother  lh<»nght  il  time 
to  Hit,  a  brother  ten  yeai-s  old  had  a  feather  bed  and  some 
be<lding  in  a  sheet  tied  on  his  ba<d<  and  we  ucnl  lo  the  I'our 
Mile  ('reek.  Our  hoi'ses  on  the  eomnion  fell  iaio  ihe  eneni>''s 
hands,  the  house  we  left  was  at  t  erwaid,^  burned  with  all  our 
household  elFects.  We  got  into  good  ([uarteis,  an  old  Janner, 
(Jeorge  [.awrence,  a  Methodist  (lass  beader,  t(M)k-  u.^  in. 
Mrs.  Lawrence  had  a  good  voice  and  used  lo  sing  I  lie  old 
fashioned  spiritual  songs.  Delensi\e  worlds  weic  llu'o\sri  u|>  in 
I  he  noidhwest  bank  of  llie  cicek,  about  a  (juarlei  of  a  mile 
away.  We  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  foraging  jjaiiie.-  Iiom 
both  sidc^.  Some  paid  and  others  did  nol.  Tlie  old  man 
wejit  when  a])used  that  the  victuals  were  not  better,  A  guard 
of  thirty  was  placed  near.  Old  Mr.  and  Mis.  Stivens,  Dutch 
IK'ople,  had  two  sons,  Hans  and  llinery  in  the  l'ii)\incial 
Dragoons.  Mrs.  Cassady  who  came  theie  to  nurse  a  sick 
(laughter  j)erformed  two  veiy  heroic  a.  ts.  ()iie  da\  >liots 
were  heard,  a  lillle  soldier  who  had  been  posted  in  ihe  oicliiud 
(Jinie  running  scrambling  up  the  steps.  Luid  Jui.^us.  win  ie 
will  a  fellow  hide  ?"  to  which  Mrs.  Ca.ssady  rei^lied  by  pushing 
him  heels  over  head  down  the  sleps.    "(lo  light  like  a  man." 


poor  old  Mrs.  Slivens  wrung  lior  hmids  "ovh  my  poor  Hans, 
oh  my  poor  Hinery".  FrcsenMy  llie  drradod  Indians  appeal- 
ed in  t  wos  and  threes.  Mr,  Lawrence  offered  his  hand  which 
was  accepted  l)u(  another  came  np  and  caught  him  l)y  his 
neckcloth,  ('orporal  Smith,  a  militia  man,  took  out  a  cartridge, 
when  anf>ther  Indian  shot  our  defender  through  the  back. 
Another  advanced  with  his  tomahawk,  when  courageous  Mrs. 
Cassady  rushed  foiward  and  knocked  it  away  exclaiming 
''Don't  murder  tlie  man  in  the  house,"  and  he  was  led  away 
a  prisoner.  Mother  had  before  this,  thrust  us  four  little  ones 
into  a  ])ot  hole  under  the  stairs  and  now  stood  with  her  back  to 
the  door  and  her  face  to  the  Indians  like  a  bear  at  bay.  They 
pnssed  through  tlie  house  upstairs  and  down.  We  never 
knew  whether  they  were  TUitish  Indians,  or  not,  but  some 
thought  they  had  quarrelled  with  the  soldiers  and  were  out 
\.o  do  mischief.  A  son  of  the  house,  (ieorge  Lawrence,  in  the 
!nililia,  was  that  day  brought  in  wounded  in  the  thigh  in  a 
skirmish.  The  I^awrences  now  retired  farther  back  and  we 
started  through  the  P»lnck  Swamp,  walking  to  the  Ten  Mile 
Crei^k,  where  we  found  shelter  in  a  small  log  house.'' 

W  McDonough,  letters  from  Fort  (leorge,  1813,  Newark, 
May  rU)th.  "We  are  at  la.st  in  (Janada.  The  enemy  met  us 
on  the  shore  and  made  an  obstinate  resistance  of  fifteen 
minutes.  This  is  a  delightful  place,  the  people  evacuated 
but  are  returning  daily. 

Aug.  4th.  We  still  ?emain  here  doing  nothing.  If  things 
go  on  no  bet  ter  than  they  are  doing  I  shall  be  ashamed  to 
return  to  Philadelphia  next  winter.  War  characters  must 
rnnk  low  there. 

Aug.  9th.  I  was  out  all  afternoon  and  had  a  few  shots  at 
the  Indians.  Ours  are  coming  over  tomoiiow  about  400  or 
500. 

Oct.  Sth.  The  Militia  and  Indians  had  a  desperate  en- 
gng(Mnent  with  a  party  of  the  Ihilish  on  the  Oth  for  about  two 
hours  and  a  half  fought  at  such  a  distance  that  four  were 
killed.  We  can  attempt  nothing,  ('ol.  Scott's  positive  orders 
;ue  not  to  suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  Fort  on  any 
terms  whatever  or  to  permit  an  oflicer  to  leave  it." 

Letter  of  (leneral  Drumniond  to  Loyal  and  Painotic 
Society,  Jan.  1st,  18L5.  "When  shortly  after  being  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Province,  on  visit/mg  the  Niagara 
frontier  I  was  shocked  beyond  measure^  at  beholding  the  deso- 
lation that  had  been  spreafl  on  the  once  flourishing  village  of 
Niagara.  As  the  princi])al  sharer  in  the  immense  stores  that 
had  been  captuied  in  the  important  fortress  in  Niagaia  I  beg 
to  subscribe  my  portion  of  the  prize  money  towards  relieving 
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I  he  (lisl  rcss  of  (lu)sc  prr.sons  wlio  inli;il>i(  o(l  (  lie  U\i  r  villuuc  of 
NiML^MiM  mihI  vicinity."  'I'Ih'  IcIIci  coiiliiiiHMl  /.'MIO,  being 
Al^OO  llir  nniodnt  of  Mic  anrninl  siihsci  ipl  ion  and  one  Innulrcd 
;in(l  sixty  pounds  hoing  his  |)ro|)ortion  of  his  shair  foi'  (irst  di- 
visio!!  of  Niag.'ua  Foft  prize  money.  "The  I /ieut.-(  len. 
reg»ets  that  this  hitter  sum  should  have  fahen  so  fnr  short  of 
his  expectations  but  he  (rusts  the  next  dividend  will  alfoKl 
him  a  share  worth  the  aceof)tanc(»  of  Ihe  Society  for  their 
Iruly  laudable  and  benevolent  ])urf)oses." 

f)r.  Mann  wrote  of  his  medical  and  surgical  experierjces 
in  the  American  army.  He  says  that  after  Niagnra  was  taken 
27th  May,  nearly  400  killed  or  wounded  l;iy  on  the  ground  in 
a  space  200  yds.  by  15  showing  how  sternly  cont<\sted  was  the 
battle.  In  the  summer  the  sickness  among  the  soldiers  w:is 
niarming.  At  Fort  (Jeorge  and  near  it  of  5000  men,  mo?e  th;ni 
one  third  were  on  the  sick  list  from  <*flluvi;i  from  sinks.  When 
700  men  were  in  hospital  there  were  oidy  three  surgeons  lit 
for  duty.  During  June  it  rained  almost  inc(\ssanl ly,  July  ;uid 
August  were  very  hot,  the  enemy  near,  skirmish  ;dmost  djiily. 
In  ()ctober  and  November  rain,  diseases  were  typhus,  dinrr- 
hoea,  dysentery,  many  died  from  diarihoea,  being  st()f)ped 
with  acetate  of  lead  which  brought  other  dreadful  diseases. 
A  flying  hospital  was  established  at  Lewiston. 

The  statement  of  Mrs.  Henry  serving  out  refreshmeids 
to  our  soldiers  on  the  day  of  the  battle  has  been  already  given. 

In  a  letter  from  Alexander  Hamilton,  afterwards  Sheriff 
flamilton  writt,en  to  Edinburgh  and  dated  St.  Davids,  July 
'Ith  are  a  few  references  to  the  state  of  all'aiis  then  and  to 
familiar  names.  After  giving  a  sketch  of  t  he  bat  t  ies  (»f  Ijet  roit, 
(^ueensl,on,  Ft.  (leoige,  Stoney  Cre<4<,  IJeaver  Dams,  He  snys, 
"The  Americans  upon  taking  possession  of  NiMg;ua 
allowed  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  quiet,  poss(\ssion  of 
t  heir  homes  and  pioperty  but  since  (heir  last  adveise  foi  t  une 
they  have  taken  up  almost  every  gentleman  of  res[)ectability 
and  sent  them  over  the  river  as  prisoners  of  w^ar.  You  will 
be  sorry  to  hear  Mr.  Wm.  l^ickson  is  among  the  number.  Mr. 
T.  Dickson  had  to  make  his  escaf)e  in  the  night,  John  Kobert- 
son,  you  will  be  glad  to  hear,  has  behaved  himself  with  grefd, 
prof)riety  and  approved  himself  a  n)ost  gallant  soldier,  his  wife 
and  daughter  are  both  wvW.  Robert  went  up  last  winter 
with  Mr.  Robei  t  Dickson  to  bring  down  for  our  support  the 
Northwestern  hidians  nnd  is  expected  buck  every  day.  (Jeorge 
and  myself  aie  attached  to  Col  de  Hnren,  of  the  101th  R('gt. 
lro?ii  our  knowledge  of  the  country  and  roads  to  assist  him. 
James  is  attathed  as  a  Lieut,  to  \hv  Incorporated  Militia. 
It  is  with  the  utmost  pleasure  I  say  that  although  orie  or  other 


of  US,  soincl  iiiu's  two  or  Miree  lo^ollu'r  have  been  in  almost 
every  action  yet  that  not  one  of  your  friends  has  been  hurt. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  and  Thomas 
Dickson  aic  all  well.  We  aie  still  determin(Ml  that  allhough 
th(,'  force  of  lh(;  enemy  is  still  ^leatly  superior  to  ours,  to  make 
one  t^allant  attempt  to  diive  them  from  our  shores,  trusting 
lo  that  divine  providence  which  has  hitherto,  so  stiongly  up- 
held us,  we  have  no  fears. 

In  I  he  kcpor  (  of  the  Loyal  and  l*a(rio(ic  Society  of  Uppei* 
('anada  ;ind  Montreal  a  veiy  rare  hook  published  1(SI7,  luc 
many  lefcrences  to  help  given  (o  inhabitants  many  of  them 
wealthy  but,  left  destitute.  Large  sums  weie  subscribed  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Jamaica,  London,  Montreal,  England.  One 
tenth  of  income  of  sul)scribers  was  given,  Militia  of  York  gave 
one  day's  |)ay.  Rev.  K.  Addi.son  and  Rev.  Dr.  Strachan 
gave  their  services  in  distributing.  Dr.  Muirhead  was  very 
active  in  assisting  the  distressinl  and  though  he  lost  almost 
all  at  the  bui  ning,  would  lake  notlring  from  the  society  for  his 
medical  services  to  the  poor*.  Widow  Secord  faithfully  dis- 
Iribuled  /  MO  to  sulferers  at  St.  Davids.  Rev.  Dr.  Rurns 
dislributrd  at  Stamford,  Mr.  Ceo.  Rail  distributed  at  20  Mile 
Creek,  Thos.  Dickson  also. 

A  letter  from  Cen.  Diummond  I  Rh  Mar.  1814,  tells  of 
the  distress  of  the  family  of  Mr.  ('lench,  whose  home,  the  only 
one  remaining  was  burnt  down  accidentally  on  the  14th  inst. 
with  furniture,  bedding,  clothes,  leaving  iitterly  destitute  two 
famirK\s,  Mrs.  Stcwarcl  and  Mrs.  (lench  composiMl  of  18  chil- 
dren, mostly  females,  Mr.  Clench  being  a  prisoner. 

Mr.  Symington's  family  is  referred  to  as  being  driven 
out  ,  properly  destroyed,  while  he,  a  gentleman  of  great  worth 
and  r(\spect ability  and  wealth,  had  been  taken  prisoner  at 
Niagara  aftxM-  he  and  otheis  had  been  permitted  to  take  (tare  of 
t  heir  faniilies. 

Mr.  S.  Wint,ei  hot  tom  is  spoken  of  as  very  deserving 
reduced  by  his  loyidty  as  the  enemy  made  a  piMut  of  distress- 
ing all  loyal  iidiabitants. 

Tlu;  names  are  njentioned  of  those  having  sullered  of  Mrs. 
(lamia  l''rey,  Mr.  .las.  Secor<l,  Capt.  David  Secord,  Mrs. 
IIcwar<l  a  widow  and  a  teacher  lost  employment  by  the  war, 
Widow  Myers  and  her  son  John  Ray  a  teacher. 

Mr.  Heron  frecjuenlly  gave  to  the  poor,  living  in  root 
houses,  and  cellars  and  under  a  few  boards  leaning  upon 
chimneys  still  stimding,  and  was  allowed  /,I0  to  defray 
what  he  had  thus  giveii. 

There  is  a  list  given  of  hou.ses  burned  in  the  town  and 
near  it,  and  the  supj)osed  value.     It  was  only  iiHivv  many  years 


a  pa?!,  of  l-his  was  ?Tc<^iv(Ml  and  paid  in  inslalnipnis.  Thv 
( JovcrnnuMil.  n\sisl(Ml  Uie  claim  of  AndiTw's  clnnch  as  the 
slccplc  had  been  used  (o  lake  observations  of  the  enemy  and 
I  hns  Uiey  said  it  was  used  for  milif  ary  purposes,  bul,  even!  ually 
/  100  was  allowed.  SI.  Maik's  bad  of  course  Ix^en  used  as  a 
milif  ary  hospital  after  the  battle  of  C^ueenston  I  leij^rhls  and 
aflcrwards  as  a  commissariat.  The  money  to  reslore  it  was 
.r;iven  by  (he  kin^^  and  the  S.P.d. 

TIh?  following  list  jj;ives  an  idea  of  the  people  of  (he  lowrj 
:nid  (heir  losses.  The  firsi,  twelve  and  a  few  others  lived  on 
(he  ou(skir(,s.  J)escendants  of  perha|)s  a  dozen  of  those  men- 
(ion<Hl  are  still  found  living  here  but  of  many  the  name  is  for- 
gotten. 


Isaac  Swayzc  Iioukc  &  l)arn 

Dr.  lTolnu!s,  houst?  

Wm.  Dickson,  l»rirl<  Iuhiro. 

1 000 

Dr.  Kerr,  house  &  stable 

050 

M.  Mf'firllaii,  h(>\iRo  slablp 

J  (JO 

Mrs.  Vi.  Thompson,  2  houses 

U\nf 

M.  Ht'lliFi^cr,  barn  

IZb 

A.  McKee,  2  houses   

IjUw 

('ast.cl  ('horns,  l)arn  

1  Zo 

Mrs.  I'Orsyth,  house,  (?tc 

1  9r.o 

'J'.  HuUcr,  honsp,  KlabJo,  barn 

ZUO 

(i.  Slin^'Tl'^nd  

<ivlU 

J.  I^nl.icr,  houso,  slablr,  barn 

.)0U 

.1.  ^0^^lesl.on,  houses  

7r.fl 

J.  Soccird,  lu^iiKo,  sf  ablo,  l)arii 

1  ^\i\f 

r  Powis,  2  houses   

1  iiJ)0 

i>  n.iii  ci'iKir.  ii<ifii 

I  .  .uau,  M,ai)!0,  oarn  

Qon 
oUi; 

l)r.  Muirhead   

!)00 

.1 .  nail,  siai»i('  ijarri   

1  000 

Mrs.  Slewart  

!)UU 

.f.  (Jrool<K,  si  able  barn 

025 

M<'Kean  &  McFwan 

tooo 

CI.  Ijawe,  stable  barn  

200 

A.  Jl<'ron 

700 

T.  Merrill,,  stable  barn 

400 

W.  Dorman,  etc 

1 50 

llev.  Mr.  Murns,  house 

00 

A.  Uoj^ers 

400 

.1.  MeKay,  barn 

GO 

S.  Punting  

100 

J.  Symington,  house,  etc 

400 

Children  of  J.  Kelly 

1 50 

.1.  Clark,  house  

400 

r.  De  Jordan  

100 

K.  Clench,  house  &  stable 

150 

Mrs.  Hose  Fields  

750 

.1.  Mc^'arlane,  house  etc  

100 

S.  (Jassady  

1 50 

C.  (lesseau,  two  h(»uses 

400 

J.  Monroe  

200 

I).  Secord,  house  of  .lohn 

200 

E.  Vanderlip  

1000 

Mis.  Wrluht 

150 

Mrs.  Mill 

500 

I'iState  of  Fitzgerald   

100 

A.  Garner 

450 

.1.  drier  

750 

Major  (-ampbell's  Estate 

,"{50 

-).  YouuK   

1000 

F.  Waddell,  Estate 

;{50 

.}.  ('rooks  

1000 

J.  Clark,  Estate 

200 

W.  Dickson  

1000 

Col.  Claus 

1000 

l']state  of  ,1.  Emery 

1000 

J.  Powell   

:mmi 

•J.  Md wards 

500 

Mrs.  Mcllride 

:{oo 

Mrs.  Hradshaw 

100 

.1.  Adlem 

25 

I.  Rogers 

250 

Estate  of  .1.  .Jones 

75 

Mrs.  Frey 

:500 

.loined  the  l']nemv 

■1.  Saunders 

100 

W.  W. 

250 

.1. 

50 

.1.  WaKstair 

250 

F.state  of  D.  Piielps 

100 

.1.  Doty 

:i75 

Colonel  r 

GOO 

P.  Howell 

500 

Fstate  of  C.  McNabb 

50 

S.  Thompson  

750 

In  Nia^jara  80  h«)uses,  barns,  stables,  etc. 


Letters  of  Co\.  Wm.  Claus  1818-1820  12(h  Jan.  1818. 
"My  Lord.    Anxious  that  something  should  be  done  towaids 
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n^huildinj^  our  chinch,  whicii  in  l  lic  wiiilcr  of  I8I0  was  (Icslmy- 
('<!  hy  Uk'  ciiciny  at  the  time  our  town  was  bui'ut,  1  take  the 
liherty  ol  a<l(hessin^  niysell"  to  your  Lordship,  a  IVeedoni  1 
would  not  presume  upon  il'  there  a|)j)eare(l  the  most  distant 
|)rospe(  t  Ol"  steps  taken  to  make  it  even  in  a  state  that  we 
eould  attend  divine  service,  but  during  this  season  it  is  hardly 
|)ossil)le  to  attend.  It  remains  in  the  state  the  connnissariat 
put  it  in  for  the  puipose  of  storing  provisions  in  after  we  re- 
possessed ouiselves  of  the  frontier,  with  the  trilhng  a(hUtion  of 
a  readin.K  desk  and  gallery  for  the  troops.  I  therefore  pray 
tlu^  Society  for  (he  Propagation  of  the  (lospel  would  give  us 
aid.  The  chuich  was  macle  use  of  in  1812  as  a  hospital  for 
the  wounded  soldi(Ms  and  in  181  1-15  as  a  provision  store.  Our 
sil nation  is  widely  dilferent  from  the  rest  of  the  province, 
we  were  depiivcMl  of  our  all  and  have  barely  the  means  of  even 
getting  covering  for  ouiselves  and  families  to  which  cause 
must  be  altributed  the  melancholy  state  the  church  remains 
in." 

2()l  h  Sept.,  1820.  To  lion,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Stewart, ' 
Previous  lo  the  war  of  1812  the  small  congregation  of  Niagara 
erected  at  their  own  expense,  a  church  which  cost  them  nearly 
/.1 200  cy.  '  *  *  In  181 G  application  was  made  to  His 
Majesty's  government  for  aid  when  His  Majesty  was  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  order  /,r)00  stg.  which  has  been  received  and 
applied  but  falls  far  short  of  our  wishes,  notwithstanding  we 
are  keeping  the  work  going  on.  Our  congregations  are  too 
poor  to  expect  much  from  them,  from  living  within  gunshot  of 
(he  enemy  (hey  sullVred  (he  loss  of  all  (hey  possessed,  burnt 
ou(  and  plundered  of  everylhing,  (hey  have  really  not  yet 
recovered  (heir  misfortunes  from  (he  late  unhappy  war." 


Ucferenccs  (o  Niagara  in  Early  Books 
oi  Travel,  Diaries,  e(c. 

(Jcncral  Leo,  papers  1759  (Allhongli  Niajrnin  here  means 
Fori,  Niagara  as  often  in  early  flal(\s,  (he  j^lowinu:  descriplion 
is  renlly  Ihat  of  the  vicinity  of  the  I'^ori  just  Inken  fioni  Ihe 
I'^reneh  and  beeoiru^  a  l»ril.isli  possession  ). 

"Niagara,  Au^.  ?)l,h,  1759.  The  sil.ual.ion  of  (his  pl.aee  mikI 
of  (he  eounlry  around  i(,  is  certainly  in:r^?ii(icen( .  It  sIiuhIs  on 
Lake  Ontario  at  the  inouth  of  (he  river,  18  tniles  from  (he 
(Jreat  Falls,  (lie  mos(,  sdipendons  (!a(;uac(,  in  (he  world.  Had 
I  a  throat  of  brass  and  a  Ihousand  tongues  1  tnigld  a(Xefnp( 
(()  describe  i(  l>ut  wi(Jiout  them  it  cer(;iinly  beggars  all  des- 
cription. The  eounlry  resembles  r]ckwoi(,h  Park,  if  fjol  sur- 
passes it.  For  an  immense  space  around  i(  is  filled  wi(li  deer, 
bears,  turkeys,  raccoons,  in  shoi  I  all  game.  The  lake  all'ords 
salmon  and  olher  exc'ellent  fish.  I*ut  1  am  afraid  you  will 
(hink  1  am  growing  romantic  (herefore  I  shall  only  say  it  is 
such  a  paradise  an(i  such  an  ac(iuisi(ion  (.o  our  na(ion  that,  I 
would  not  sacrifice  it  to  redeem  (lie  dominions  of  any  one 
Flecloial  province  of  (lermany  from  the  hands  of  (he  encjny." 

(Jilbert  Family  Captivily  1780  (o  1782.  This  is  a  most 
remarkable  slory  of  (he  cap(.ure  of  fif(een  pcMsons  of  ages  from 
one  year  to  09  by  Indians  who  had  lied  at  (he  approach  of 
Sullivan's  army.  Notwithstanding  (he  hardships  (hey  en- 
dured during  (lie  (wo  years  of  their  wanderings  they  all  wi(h 
(he  exce|)(,io!i  of  (he  father  who  had  died  from  hardships, 
reached  home  afler  their  adventincs,  (hey  had  becni  sopara(,e(l 
some  had  run  (lie  gaundet,  olliers  were  pain(('d  black  for 
deadi,  but  were  finally  adopled  inlo  Indian  families  and  at 
last  purchased  and  sent  home  by  way  of  Montreal  by  (he  lh  i(- 
ish  (loveinmenl,.  The  s(.ory  is  a  long  one;  (hey  seem  (o  have 
kept  some  sort  of  diary,  but  only  that  par  t,  relating  (o  Niagara 
is  giv(*n. 

AbncM-  (lilberl,  was  wi(h  I'^lizalx  l h  (lilbcr  l  with  a  par  ly  of 
Iridians  near  (he  Falls;  (hey  came  down  lo  (he  river*  (.o  g(  (. 
provisions  at  I >u(,lersburg,  (Niagara),  a  small  village  built  l)y 


C'ol.  Hutler  on  Mio  opposite  side  of  the  river  to  Fort  Niiigara**** 
'I'liey  went  lo  the  house  of  an  I<]ngHshman,  one  John  Seconl, 
who  was  styled  brother  to  the  chief,  having  hved  with  him 
some  time  before  Filizal)eth  was  left  here  and  in  July  1781,  ('ol. 
Butler  at  l>utlersburg  tried  to  free  Abner  who  now  found  his 
sister  Elizabeth  and  stayed  two  weeks  in  the  house  of  John 
Seeord  and  drew  clothing  from  the  King's  stores,  Elizabeth 
was  very  comfortable  here.  She  with  John  ScM^ord's  wife  went 
to  see  the  child  of  l^lizabeth  Peart,  over  a  year  old  with  the 
Indians.  Capt.  Fry's  wife  f)urchased  it  for  thirteen  dollars. 
I^]lizabeth  (Jili)ert  lived  more  than  a  year  in  J.  Secord's  family 
an<l  became  fondly  attached  to  them,  calling  the  mistress  of 
the  house  her  mamma.  J.  Secord  took  her  one  day  to  Fort 
Niagara,  where  she  met  six  of  her  relations.  Col.  Uutler  and 
John  Secord  procured  her  release  from  (he  Indian,  who  claimed 
her,  by  pr(\sents.  She  then  slayed  two  weeks  inore  at  llutlers- 
burg  wiih  the  Secord  family.  Rebecca  and  Benjamin  (lilbert 
were  sent  to  Five  Mile  Meadow,  the  Seneca  King's  daughter 
took  them  to  a  hut,  where  her  father  Siangorachti,  his  (jueen, 
juid  the  family  were,  eleven  in  all.  After  three  days  they  went 
lo  the  landing  on  the  Niagara  river;  later  they  had  chill  and 
fever  for  thiee  months,  ('ured  by  a  decoction  of  heibs.  A. 
('a[)tain  liatteridge  tried  to  procure  their  freedom,  Gen.  llal- 
dimand  at  (Juebec  sent  orders  for  liberty  to  be  given  to  their 
captives,  at  the  Council  Fire,  and  their  freedom  was  given. 

I^igeons  were  procured  by  falling  trees  with  nests,  dried 
I  hem  in  the  sun  and  with  smoke.  On  liOth  June,  1782,  part 
of  t  he  family  sailed  for  Montreal,  and  Ciown  l*oint  was  reach- 
ed and  home  Sept.,  1782. 

Mrs.  Simcoe,  wife  of  Col.  J.  (I.  Siincoe,  first  Lieut. -(lov.  of 
I  I|)per  Canada. 

"July  2(;ih,  17i)2.  Navy  Hall,  built  for  Naval  Command- 
ers when  here,  is  now  undergoing  a  thorough  repair  for  our 
occupat  ion  but  is  still  so  unhnished  that  the  (lovernor  ordered 
three  marcpices  lo  be  pitched  on  the  hill  above  the  h(>use, 
which  is  very  diy  ground  and  rtses  beautifully  in  part!s  covered 
wit  h  oak  bushes.  A  fme  tui  f  leads  on  to  woods  tluough  which 
runs  a  good  road  to  the  Falls.  The  side  of  the  hill  is  terminated 
by  a  stee[)  bank  covered  with  wood  a  hundred  feet  in  height 
in  .some  places,  at  the  bottom  of  which  runs  the  Niagara  river. 

July  IU)lh.  We  visited  the  I'^alls,  slopped  and  break- 
fasted at  Mr.  Hamilton's,  a  merchant,  who  lives  two  miles 
fiom  the  landing.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  a  very  good  slong  house, 
the  back  rooms  looking  on  i.hv  river.    A  gidk^y,  the  length  of 
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the  house,  is  a  delighlful  covonHl  walk,  holh  bolow  and  al)ove 
in  all  woalhor. 

July  29tli,  17!)2.  -  There  is  no  church  here,  hut  a  room  hafi 
been  buill  for  a  Mason's  Hall,  mel  for  service  in  Free  Mason's 
where  Divine  vService  is  perfornKnl  on  Sunday. 

June  ()lh,  1793.  Levee  at  Navy  Hall,  King's  IVirLhday, 
hall,  dancing  fioni  7  to  11,  supper,  handsome  ladies,  GO  gen- 
llem(;n  present. 

Aug.  24th,  1795.  We  set  out  today  for  the  Falls,  Mr. 
Pilkinglon  had  been  desired  to  |)ut  one  or  two  short  ladders  to 
make  the  descent  easy  from  rock  to  rock  by  the  side  of  the 
Indian  ladder,  (a  notched  tr(M'). 

May  15lh,  I7!)().    Whitsunday:  Col.  lUitler  buried  today." 

Wm.  Jarvis,  Secretary  to  (Jov.  Simc(K\  wiiles  1792.  "1 
was  ten  days  in  search  of  a  hut  to  place  my  wife  and  lambs  in. 
1  was  obliged  to  |)ay  /,  I40  for  a  log  hut  with  three  rooms  with 
half  an  acre  of  ground.  1  have  purchased  logs  to  make  an 
addition  of  one  (le('(Mit  room  (o  it.  No  one  is  exempt  from 
fewer  and  ague."  In  1791^  he  describes  (he  piovisions  laid  in 
for  (lie  winter.  "I  have  a  yoke  of  fattened  oxen  to  come 
down,  12  small  shoats,  about  (iO  dunghill  fowl,  10  line  turkeys, 
arid  a  dozen  ducks,  (wo  sows,  a  milch  cow.  In  the  root  house 
I  ha  ve  400  hi^ad  of  good  cabbages,  60  bushels  potatoes,  3  bar- 
rels wine,  2  of  cider,  2  of  ap|)les,  and  a  good  stock  of  butter, 
my  cockloft  contains  150  lbs.  of  (he  fmest  ma|)le  sugar,  also 
plenty  of  good  (lour,  chee.se,  colfee,  loaf  sugar.  In  the  slable 
I  hav<'  the  ponies  and  ;i  good  sleigh,  and  I  have  the  smiggest 
and  warmest  cottage  in  the  j)rovince." 

Mrs.  Jarvis  wriles:  "The  Four  Mile  ('reek  would  be  a 
place  worlhy  of  (he  King's  notice;  it  meanders  in  a  manner 
superior  (o  any  sdcam  I  ever  saw.  There  is  a  great  mill  upon 
i(  and  (he  family  are  dutch.  We  have  received  mudi  at(en- 
(ion  from  (licm,  Mrs.  Servos  sent  me  lard,  pumpkins,  sausages, 
Indian  meal,  s(|uashes,  carrots,  e(,c." 

Capt.  Alexander  Campbell,  42nd  Kegt.,  17!)l-2.  "There 
was  only  one  public  house.  Near  the  fort  saw  1000  mostly 
whi((4ish  caught  in  a  seine  net;  sometimes  0000  are  caught  in 
one  day,  (ishing  is  from  Oclober  (o  May;  (he  (roo|)s  and  in- 
habi(an(s  have  sta(ed  days.  The  town  is  laid  out  one  half 
.acre  (o  each  house,  (Mght  acres  at  a  dislance  and  a  large  com- 
monly for  (he  use  of  the  (own."  He  wen(  from  Niagara  to 
(hand  ivivei",  "called  at  Major  Ten  I'roek's.  Dined  a(  S(|uire 
McNab's,  who  is  J.  \\  wi(h  Johnson  lUidei'  called  on  ('ol. 
Ihider,   (his  falher),  nex(  (o  ('ap(..  Clench's  on  Mississagua 
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Toinl.,  opposilo  Poil  Ni;ip:aiTi."  'riiank.s  a?e  expressed  for 
Kindness  shown  I)y  Messrs.  McNah,  Hafnillon,  Dickson, 
(nieiclianl ),  ('rooks,  Kerr,  Forsyth,  ('lark,  (storekeeper  ), 
Johnson,  Cleneh,  ('apl.  Law,  Alex.  MeNah.  "I  eannol  par- 
liculnrizc  the  hospilalil.y  1  received  mihI  how  many  happy 
nijzhls  ]  spent  at  Niaf^ara  at  assenihlies,  (Mitertaininents,  card 
pnrlies,  also  to  the  ofhceis  of  tlie  2(jlh  Ke^l.,  and  others." 

l/etter  from  New  York  l,o  friend  in  l']n,uland,  Nov.  lYlM, 
printed  in  l^hiladel|)hia  17<)5. 

"I'^rom  Oswetro  vessi^ls  snil  lo  Ninij:ar;»,  l)nl  sellleis  ntoje 
fretjuently  sail  in  open  hoids  alonj^';  soulh  shore,  milrs,  I 
went  with  a  schooner'  of  lOt)  tons  burden  from  Kiin^ston  lo 
Niairnra,  three  days  out  of  sight,  of  land  (houj^h  the  p.-issa^e 
is  made  in  twenty  hours.  We  (Mder  the  Niji^aia  River  hv- 
Iween  the  fort  and  tJie  town  called  Newnrk,  with  a  IxNiutiful 
|)rospect  of  both,  the  fort  is  on  the  (*nsl  side  ,  a  regnlar  forti- 
fication and  well  garrisoned.  The  mouth  of  the  liver  affords 
a  safe  and  copious  harbour,  suflicienlly  huge  lor  half  the  Ihi- 
tish  navy.  The  town  of  Newark  is  situated  in  degrees  noi  lh 
latitude,  extending  about  a  mile,  (Mijoying  the  fresli  breezes 
from  this  little  sea,  plent  ifully  supplied  with  fish  at  all  seasons. 
]n  winter  are  caught  with  seines  whitetish,  from  two  io  six 
lbs.  weight,  sturgeon,  bass,  salmon,  in  the  creeks  nioimd  I  he 
lake.  They  are  not  only  a  luxuiy  but  ;i  great  assist  a  nee  \n 
new^  beginners  in  supporliiig  their  families,  fiiany  laying  in  a 
half  dozen  barrels  f()r'  winter  us(\ 

The  vSurveyoi'  (Jeneial,  a  gcMitleman  of  lilxMal  education 
and  indefatigal)le  in  the  duties  of  his  otiice  gave  much  corbel 
information.  The  farmer  can  cut  tiiuber-  to  fence  his  fields, 
anfl  girdle  the  nmainder,  put  in  the  hanow,  only  in  some 
places  is  it  necessary  to  use  the  plough  till  the  second  or  third 
<'rop,  the  trees  are  l)eautiful  whilt'  pine,  oak,  walnut,  sugar 
maple,  beech,  hickory,  and  basswood.  At  Newark  r(\sid(' 
fuany  gentlemen,  who  form  a  very  intelligent  and  agreeable 
society. 

At  the  lower  landing,  C^ueenslon,  the  vessels  discharge 
IhtMr  cargo,  and  take  on  furs  from  'MM)  to  ir)(K)  miles  1,'ack.  I 
have  seen  four  vessels  of  VA)  or'  KM)  lorrs,  rrrdoading  at  once  arrd 
^)()  wagons  loaxh^l  in  a  day  for  the  upp(>r  kmding  or-  ('hippawa 
Creek.  This  por  tage  is  ;i  sorrrce  t»f  wealth  to  Ihe  far  iners.  who 
<'arry  from  20  lo  .'50  lurrrdred  weight  at  Is  Sd,  N.^^  cy  pei- 
hundred  weight  and  load  back  with  frrrs,  liansf(M-  to  balt(>aux 
al  I'^or  l  VWw  and  IIkmi  shipped  in  vessels  for  Detioil,  etc. 

Weekly  Courls  of  re(Hicsl  are  held  through  the  province* 
lor-  all  debts  rrnd(M-  half  a  Joe.     District  courls  every  llu'ee 
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inonlJis,  and  an  annual  circunl  haUm^  ('hiof  Juslico  and  (wo 
associalc  jud^jjcs." 

Duke  dt'  Koc'hofoucaull  Liancourl  1795-7.  "J  made  a 
Um^  sl;iy  of  cii^ldcen  days,  from  June  28rd  to  July  lOlh,  wait- 
ing permission  from  Lord  Dorcliesler  lo  visit  Quebec,  as  for- 
eigners were  forbidden  from  (he  (!onduet  of  some  Frenchmen. 

There  were  in  Newark  one  hunched  houses,  the  house  of 
('ol.  Smilh,  IiL-(!ol.  in  the  fjl.h  Re^l.  is  much  distinguished 
fr<»m  the  rest;  it  is  constructed,  embellished  and  painted  in  the 
best  style,  the  yard,  garden  and  court  surrounde<l  with  railings 
as  in  I  iigland,  a  large  garden  like  a  French  kitchen  garden, 
is  in  good  ordei',  laborers  are  paid  at  a  dollar  a  day,  i)ut  he 
finds  in  his  regiment  as  many  as  he  chooses  at  !)  pence  sterling 
a  ('ay,  he  is  clearing  HOOO  acics  and  has  the  use  of  thirty,  which 
1  '  long  lo  the  king  situate  in  front  of  him. 

The  Legislature  opeiu'd  with  two  members  instead  of 
seven,  live  of  A sscmbly •  insl cad  of  fifteen,  but  as  th(;  time  was 
almost  expired  the  governor  may  prorogue  from  day  to  day, 
h(»ping  thai  vessels  may  bring  memheis.  tlis  retinue  was 
lifly  men  from  the  foit.    Dressc'd  in  silk  he  entered  the  liall. 

Simcoe's  guard  was  four  soldiers,  who  came  every  day 
from  (he  foi  t  .  No  church  has  yet  been  built  in  Newar  k.  Mr', 
llarrrillon,  an  opulent  merchant,  concer  ned  in  the  irdand  trade, 
has  a  farm,  a  distillery  and  a  tanf)it  yard.  I  helped  one  day 
at  fishing  with  the  soldiers,  net  100  ft.  long,  four  ft.  deep, 
(aiJi'ht  r>00  (ish,  sturgeons,  i)ikes,  sunfish,  salmon,  trout,  her'- 
rliig.  Mr.  Lit  tlehales  was  ver  y  kind.  Sim(;oe's  intimates  were 
Mr*.  Lilkington  and  Major  Seward." 

He  desci  ibes  Simcoe's  r  esidence  as  a  mis(ir  able  low  birilding. 

I.  Weld  Travels  in  17!)7.  "At  Niagara  we  were  larrded  at 
Mississagua  Point,  an  agreeable  walk  of  a  mile  to  the  town, 
many  Indians  ()res«'nt,  70  hou.ses,  (!oui(  House,  Jail  and  a 
building  irrlerrded  for  Legislative  bodies,  ('ailed  at  lour 
taverns  before  we  gol,  accommodat  iori,  as  tl]e  people  wei'c; 
sulfering  from  ague,  not  a  house  in  (own  exernpl,  and  nearly 
all  at  l'\)rt  Niagara.  On  th(;  margin  of  the  river,  three  (prar- 
ters  of  a  mile  from  the  towrr  stands  Navy  Hall,  op])()site  it  a 
s])aci(urs  wharf,  adjoining  it  extensive  stores  belonging  to  the 
crowrr  and  |)rivate  f)ersons.  Navy  ihdl  is  now  occuj)ied  by 
troops  as  l'^)r  t  Niagara  has  been  given  up.  A  block  house  is 
to  l;e  erected  on  the  top  of  t  he  banks  for'  tlu.'  soldiers  to  be  fin- 
ished in  a  f(^w  months.  At  Fort  Niagara  there;  arc  only  hfly 
rrrerr  and  b)ur  small  field  |)ieces.  The  stone  for  i,  is  ten  yards 
from  the  lake,  but  when  liisl  built  there  was  an  extensive 
gar  den  bet  ween  it  and  the  lake.    The  new  block  hou.se  i\i  For  t 
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CtvovjTV  is  ninr  feet  hi^hrr  l,h;in  Ihc  (op  of  ihr  sloiu'  house  Jil 
Fof  l  Niji^nra  and  roinmands  vvvry  pari,  of  Ihc  fori.  It  is  pro- 
posed 1,0  orecl  a  fori  al:  Mississa^ua  I*oin(,,  a  still  bcMler  situa- 
tion than  the  block  hous(\  At  the  Falls  are  several  ladders, 
one  below  the  other,  a  lonp(  pine  tree  with  notches  in  the  sides, 
vibrates  as  you  step.  Mrs.  Sinicoe's  ladder  is  farther  down,  is 
strong  nnd  firmly  placed,  large  masses  of  earth  and  stone  and 
ladders  placed  from  one  break  to  another. 

John  Maude,  1800.  "Arriv(«d  at  (^ueenston,  Fairbank's 
'I'avern.  Fourt(»en  teams  were  at  the  wharf,  teams  drawn  by 
two  yokes  of  oxen,  peltries  or  bales,  wail  ing  to  be  loaded,  also 
three  schooners.  A  miserable  dinner,  sent  my  int»-oduction 
to  C'ol.  Hamilton,  which  pj-ocurc^l  me  an  invitalion  to  supper; 
the  j^oodness  of  my  supper  made  up  for  the  badness  of  my  flin- 
tier. 

A  UK-  27th,  At  West  Niagara,  late  Newark.  Had  em- 
barked at  8. '50  a.m.,  on  board  the  Schooner,  (Jov.  Simcoe,  of 
!H)  tons,  commanded  by  ('apt.  Sampson,  pretty  j^ood  accom- 
modalion.  ('af)t.  and  Mrs.  ('laus  on  board,  reacluid  West 
Niagara  at  !0  a.m.  The  situation  is  f)retly,  the  fort  new  and 
remarkably  neat,  built  on  the  ed^e  of  a  han<ls(mie  ^reen  or 
common,  skirted  by  a  few  tolerable?  houses.  The  (Jarrison  con- 
sisted of  the  (Queen's  Rangers  and  (Canadian  Vohud,ee?s.  Al- 
though a  warm  day  the  oflicc^rs  w(M-e  playinjr  tiv(\s.  They 
were  on  ^ood  terms  with  the  AfnericaTi  ollicers.  Major  Kiv- 
ardi  was  t,he  American  Commander.  He  dined  on  shore,  and 
although  the  tavern  was  a  very  bad  one  we  had  a  t,olerable 
dinner." 

Thos.  Moore,  1804.  In  [i  lelier  th(*  poet  says:  "To  ('ol. 
Ihock  of  the  40t  h  who  conmianded  at,  Fort  (leor^eand  t,o  the 
officers  1  am  particularly  indebted  for  much  kindness  during 
the  fortnip^ht,  1  remained  at  Niagara.  Amon^  t  he  many  plea- 
sant, days  which  I  spent  with  him  and  his  brother  olHceis  that 
of  f)ur  visit  to  t  he  Tuscarora  In<lians  was  not  the  least,  interest- 
Thvy  received  us  in  all  their  anifient  custom,  the  younger 
men  exhibit,(Ml  for  om*  amusement,  in  the  race,  the  bat  game, 
et('.,  while  the  old  ?nen  and  the  women  sat  In  groups  under 
the  surrounding  tr(»es  and  the  f)ictut(>  altog(4,her  was  beautifid 
as  it  was  nvw  Uy  me." 

C.  F.  Volney,  (French),  18t)4,  but  Iravelkvl  in  1707, 
speaks  of  ladders  at  the  Falls  as  others,  but  gives  position  as 
1,200  yards  below  Table  Rock. 

D'Arcy  lioullon,  1805,  Niagara  is^  a  handsome  town  of 
about  a  mil(«  scpiafe,  its  street  at  t  ight  angles  (s(>ems  toijuote 
from  letter  of  1704  about  lish  ).  14ie  climate  is  remarkably 
line,  00  wagons  loaded  eveiy  day  front  (^ueettstoti  (,o  (;hi|)pawa. 


.lolin  Mt'llish,  IcSOd  (o  1811  "I  came  down  on  opposite 
side  of  Ihe  rivei",  Ihe  wind  was  blowing  lliJd  I  eould  not 
cross  to  Newark.  U  (ontains  about  500  inhabitants  with 
many  handsome  l)uildin^s  of  brick  and  stone,  two  ciiurches 
and  a  jail,  an  academy,  six  taverns,  about  twenty  dry  goods 
stores  where  evei  y  ai  t  ide  may  be  j)rocured  on  as  goo(l  tern^s 
as  at  Montreal.  The  fort  is  garrisoned  by  r)Ot)  men  of  the 
41st  Regiment  and  the  remainder  of  the  Ilegt.  is  along  the 
banks  of  the  lake.    C^ieenston  has  300  people  and  six  stores." 

Ibuiot,  180().  "On  the  western  bank  a  mile  higher  up 
than  l\)r{  Niagara  the  l^)rilish  fort  is  situated  on  giound  higher 
than  the  last,  constructed  of  cedai*,  ]>ickets  and  earth,  build- 
ings on  it  of  much  neatness.  On  the  bank  of  the  river  and 
beneath  the  foi  t  are  several  buildings  of  store  house  and  bai- 
racl\s  one  of  which  is  called  Navy  Hall,  contiguous  to  a  wharf. 
A  swamp  in  the  vicinity  from  stagnated  vapors  is  prejudicial 
to  health  of  residents  and  lioops  in  garrison.  A  i)lain  inter- 
venes of  near  a  mile  bet  ween  the  town  and  Fort  Oeorge,  houses 
of  wood,  neat  and  clean  near  200,  streets  spacious  and  cut  at 
light  angles.  On  Missis.sagua  Point  on  west  side  of  the  liver, 
a  lighthouse  has  lately  hvvn  erected,  while  lish  and  black  bass 
are  caught  near  the  point  in  great,  abundance."  (An  eiigrav- 
ing  of  Ihitish  I'orl  ;d  Niagaia  taken  from  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  shows  (lag  on  large  buildings  on  heights  of  J''ort 
(Jeorge,  several  buildings  al  King's  wharf,  St.  Mark's  cluirch  is 
seen  and  a  large  building  with  Hag  stall  n(*ar  where  present 
('ouit  House  slands,  a  building  on  the  bank  midway  belw(>en 
j«\)rt  (leorge  and  the  town  is  supposed  to  have  been  ttie  liist 
i»ut,ler's  barracks  as  here  lhes(»  buttons  are  found  ). 

Christian  Schullz  wriles  from  Fort  Niagara  1807,  says: 
"Newark  makes  a  liandsome  ap|)earance,  has  200  houses,  a 
conveni(>nt  lighthouse  below  the  town  directly  opposite  the 
American  Fort.  The  British  Fort  is  a  mile  above  the  town, 
has  a  garri.son  of  200  men,  the  works  are  strong,  they  have 
opened  two  new  embrasures,  have  a  full  band  of  musicians. 
Three  Ihitish  vS(  hooneis  are  lying  at  King's  wharf.  Youngs- 
town,  above  F(ul  Niagara,  has  live  or  six  houses,  (^ueenslon 
100  houses  and  a  garrison  of  28  men." 

Journal  of  ('liarles  rrenline,  Oct.  1807.  "C^ueenston  is  a 
pleasant  village  situated  in  a  valley  of  good  land,  containing 
some  very  elegant  storehouses.  Ib're  is  a  lorl iticat ion  and 
troops  stationed.  Kode  to  Newark  and  |)ut  up  at  I'lmmilla 
Hotel.  The  land  is  good  and  level  and  under  improvement. 
The  town  on  a  pleasant  plain  contains  an  I']|)iscopal  church, 
(!ourl  House  and  ( Jaol  and  about  a  hundred  and  lifty  good 
houses,  called  at  a  printing  ollice  where  I  got  about  thirty 
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nows|Ni|)('i.s,  M  picsciil  from  l  lu*  cdiltH*.  The  lij^hl  house  I  wo 
huudicd  lods  IVom  l\\v  lown  is  lii^lilcd  I'vcry  ni,i;h(  lor  iUv 
.Shi))|»in^  ufi  hike  OiHurio.  I'\)rl,  (Icori^r  is  a  slioiiir  loilKica- 
Won  al)oiif  c'ij^hly  »'<><1«  IVnm  ihv  town,  sloic  housrs  cxlcnd 
IVom  ihv  loii.  I.o  (he  river.  A  hirjj;e  lunnher"  of  Iroops  are  sla- 
lioried  liere  and  are  muh'i"  v(My  sli  iel,  (hseipliue." 

Mirhael  Sniilh  llailfoid,  1<S1'').  "I  was  hviiiu  in  Upper 
Canada  arid  wrilin)^  n  m'o.uniphical  deseiipl ion  of  il  in  IS  12 
when  Ihe  win-  hioke  onl,  Uion^h  innny  pajM^rs  were  losi  I  weni 
to  (he  S(n(('s  ;nid  |)uhhshed  ij  (here. 

Niaf^nrii,  ;i  l)e;ni(ifnl  and  prospeelive  pini c  of  inneli  (iinle 
inhahi(e(j  l)y  a  civil  and  in<his(.i  i(»ns  pe(»pl(>.  I''oi  I  ( leoi  jM'  is 
half  a  Fnile  frorn  [hv  t  iver  21  fl  .  ahove  (lie  WMlei ,  ne;u  ly  sipiare, 
enelosinjr  n  s]),Mce  of  150  by  KM)  yiu'ds.  The  piekel.s  [wv  hij^h 
niid  slronj^  defended  by  a  di(,eh  on  ojie  side  and  breas(.\vork 
on  insi<lr,  well  ])rovid(Ml  with  ennnon,  anininnil ion,  wafer, 
provisions,  efc.  There  is  a  ('omuil  House,  Couil,  Mouse,  jail 
and  (vvo  houses  for  publie  worship.  There  are  seveial  s(|uares 
in  (he  village  adorned  wi(h  alniosl  every  kind  of  precious 
fruil,,  the  village  on  (he  eas(,  looks  (owards  (he  fori,  over  a 
beau(iful  plain  of  n(»aily  one  mile  wide."  lie  I  hen  goes  on  (o 
conlradic(,  (he  scalping  slories  (bus,  "The  Indians  are  foi  bidden 
by  (be  l>ri(ish  (loveinmenl,  (o  cioss  lines,  peiha|)s  some  of  my 
readers  may  say  I  am  a  wrelched  (ory  and  deserv(»  (o  be  hung 
for  naming  b)ri)earanc(»  and  bumaiiily  wi(b  (he  woid  Ihilish. 
affer  (hey  had  paid  Indians  foi"  scalps  of  women  and  (  hildicn. 
I'ul.  J  will  fell  you  (  he  (lulh  all  hough  you  may  no!  believi'  il  , 
which  is  (hal  (he  Indians  aic  thM  pai<l  one  ceni  b)i  scalps, 
indeed,  (hey  have  nol,  (aken  any  sitice  (he  ba((.le  of  Ihownsloh, 
and  every  one  (hey  look  (hey  brougb(  down  (o  I^'oi  f  ( leorge 
by  my  house.  I  asked  (he  chief  if  C-ol.  ('laus  or  (he  (lov.  gave 
(hem  anylhing  for  (hem  and  (  hey  said  not  but  some  men  would 
give  them  a  dram  for  (hem.  They  told  me  none  of  (he  In- 
dians (,ook  any  scalps  fiom  women  and  children,  bu(  oidy  fiom 
those  killed  in  batlle.  When  (hey  took  (Ihmii  (o  I'\)r(,  (leorge 
(he  (Iov(,.  and  Col.  (-laus  reproved  (Jiem  for  their  conduct  and 
told  (hem  (,o  (ake  no  more  scalps.  If  they  now  lake  (hem  it 
is  againsi  the  knowledge  or  will  of  the  Ibilish.  I(  is  errtir-ely 
indifl'er-ent  (o  me  whelher-  anyone  believes  (hese  remarks  oi- 
no(,  indeed  I  will  nol  s(and  (he  (rirth  of  i( ,  bu(  i(  is  the  rrearcsl 
or  gr-ea(es(,  (evidence  I  corrld  gel  orr  (he  subjec(  ." 

Mr.  Smith  had  nroved  (o  Canada,  IHOS  "Theic  are 
(hree  good  schools  in  I !.('.,  York,  (^uinle,  Niagara  village  by 
Rev.  J.  Hur  ris.  Ther-e  is  a  public  free  school  in  every  disli  ict. 
Dming  the  war-  all  (he  schools  were  closed  and  no  pr-(>aching, 
no  del)ls  colleclcd." 
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Mrs.  Jcnoway,  ISM.  Tlu?  lollowin.^  \viivv  ^ivcs  (lie  cx- 
pluiuilioii  of  llu'  cju  lluvor  ks  back  of  lirock's  inoiuniKMit,  some 
iisserl  ing  I  hey  were  (  lie  works  of  Indians,  odiers  of  (  lie  Freneh, 
and  sLill  odiers  (lia(  Ihey  were  thrown  up  hy  the  Americans. 
All  these  s(atements  are  here  shown  lo  he  wronj^  and  that  the 
work  was  done  by  the  I>ritisli  in  1814  and  destroyed  by  them 
when  the  enemy  under  (len.  Krown  was  advancing  i)revi()us 
to  the  l)a(.tle  of  Lundy's  Lane.  'IMie  date  of  Kort  IVl  ississagua 
is  also  (ixed  l)y  (his.  lUiilt  by  f/ieut.  Jenoway,  of  1st  Scots 
Royals.  "Hope  ('o((age,  Fort  (leorge,  14(h  Sept.,  1814. 

It  is  now  live  monlJis  since  your  brother  was  inatle  assis- 
tant engineer  of  I  his  |)lace.  I  have  now  been  wi(li  my  husband 
for  three  mondis  and  am  living  in  a  cotlage  of  his  own  build- 
ing, i  left  Yoik  on  (he  (Uh  of  June  to  join  my  husband,  who 
was  at  ()ueens(()n,  having  been  oidered  from  l'\)rt  (KH)rge  to 
erect  fortilical  ions  there.  Five  (housand  of  die  enemy  landed 
at  Foi  t  h/i  ie.  Mr.  Jenoway  was  left  to  command  at  (Jueenston 
and  the  fori ilications  he  had  constructed,  but  as  our  army  had 
(,o  retire  after  a  hard  ))at(le  widi  only  fifteen  hundred  liritish 
to  op|)ose  so  many,  consecpiently  your  brother  had  to  blow  up 
th(i  liatteries  and  go  to  Port  (leorge  with  his  men  and  guns. 
Previous  to  that  I  had  to  make  my  retreat  wi(h  the  children 
at  nine  o'clock  at  night.  When  four  miles  fiom  (Jueenston 
six  Indians  rushed  out  of  (he  bush  and  asked  me  for  money, 
but  when  Ihey  found  1  was  an  odicer's  lady  they  went  away. 
We  went  to  (Jie  Twelve  where  we  stayed  three  weeks.  The 
Yankees  were  wilhin  four  miles  of  us  and  when  they  retired 
my  dear  husband  brought  us  (o  Fort  (leorge.  lie  has  now  the 
entire  command  at  Forls  Mississagua  and  (leorge  of  the  En- 
gineer Deparl  inent.  The  fornuM  is  a  large  new  fort  which 
he  had  the  direclion  of  at  the  comuKMicement. 

Your  allecdonate  sis(er, 

lluniiuli  Jenoway." 

Lieut.  Francis  Hall,  18) ()-7  "There  is  a  news])aper  print- 
ed a(,  St.  Davids.  Fort  Mississagua  is  star-shap(!d  and  in- 
tended to  be  faced  willi  stone;  (o  Fort  (leorge  is  a  mile  of  Hat 
ground  occupied  mostly  by  (he  village  of  Newark,  which  has 
in  great  part  been  rebuilt,  houses  of  wood. 

On  Saturday,  we  were  4!)  in  number  and  it  was  the  anni- 
versary of  Detroit.  The  clergyman  who  was  of  the  party 
made  allusion  to  it  next  morning  in  the  church." 

('apt.  \i.  Langslow,  of  Fast  India  ('o.'s  service,  Journal, 
1817.  "Took  (he  s(age  al  (he  Falls  for  Newark,  pouring  rain, 
coach  cover  a  iinn  v,  reached  Fori  (leorge  belween  8  and  J)  and 
went  to  (he  inn  kept  by  A.  Ilogers,  got  (ca  very  comfor(ably. 
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Talkcfl  with  IVIa.joJ'  Diivics  ol  !)!)l,h  at  Voii  (\('i)v^(\  Newark 
or  Wrsl  Nia,ua?a.  Scpl.  2',].  DiruMl  wi(h  (he  jncss  ol  (lie  701  h 
U(\^i.  )\)rl  and  cImicI  in  profusion.  i  lH\y  live  well  ;ni<l  h;iv(' 
a  good  mess.  The  Hni  lacksi  no!  (  he  men's  nnd  ofIi( crs' )  aic 
infamous,  Icfl  willi  ('ol.  I'ivans  hctwcM'ii  10  nnd  1!  :u)d  had 
a  dreadful  walk  (o  llie  inn  through  waUM-  u|>  to  (he  l<n(>(\  the 
rain  poured  all  the  time  and  neaily  a  mile  to  go  Wed.,  Sept. 
24th  took  my  leave  of  the  friendly  hospitable  couple,  ('ol. 
I^^vans  froiTi  Slnftordshire,  Mrs.  I'ivans,  a  very  pleasnnl  woman 
from  Srolland,  I  sus|)eet.  Visited  (he  works  of  I<\)rt  Mississ- 
agua  opposilc  Koi  t  Niagara,  a  strong  litt  le  star  foi  l  with  a 
block  tow(»r  in  the  eentri*  as  the  last  hold  aftei-  I  he  American 
fashion.  On  my  way  lo  (he  mess  visited  Im)iI  (leoige.  It 
has  been  curtailed  one  half.  (leneral  Ihock  lies  mider  the 
flagstaff  in  the  highest  l)astion  and  I  walked  ovei"  I  he  gi  a  ve  of 
this  gallant  soldier.  Sept.  25111,  took  stage  through  (Queens- 
Ion,  j)asscd  i)vvr  the  battle  i^iound,  saw  lemnins  (►f  several 
s?nall  works  ;ind  icdoubts.  A  t:dl  pole  like  a  (l;i^slall  erected 
on  the  spot  whefc  (leneral  I)rock  fell,  ;ibout  )>()0  yds.  fiom  the 
road  to  i  hv  rij_dd  .  A  liK  le  furl  her  on  is  a  block  ho»ise  and  oul- 
work,  apparently  newly  elected  400  yds.  on  the  right." 

On  reaching  Fort  T^rie  he  was  "p^'l''^'^*^'" 
left  behind  his  Indian  shawl  and  pocket  thermometer  atid 
drove  back  all  the  way  to  Roger's  inn  and  (his  gives  a  curious 
reference  to  (he  brother  of  Sir  Walter  Sco(t  and  (he  belief  of 
some  as  (,o  the  aulhorshif)  of  t  hese  initnitable  wot  ks.  "St  al  led 
at  1  p.m.  and  ?-eache<l  Niagara  at  (5  p.m.  Thank  my  lucky 
stars  I  found  my  shawl  and  IhermomeliM'  uninjured.  The 
next  day  ate  fine  peaches  at  0)l.  (Jrant's  gardcMi,  saw  ('apt. 
Vavasour.  Sept,  .'?Oth,  started  back,  plagued  with  the  hnr- 
ness,  got  some  string  ;it  Mr.  Scott's,  raymastcr  of  70lh,  who 
lives  three  mil(\s  from  Tort  (.leorge,  sai(l  to  be  the  author  of 
CJuy  Mannering,  Waverly,  disa|)point('d  in  not  seeing  him. 
These  novels  are  supposed  to  be  sk(4ched  by  Mr.  an<l  Mrs. 
Scott  but  finished  for  the  press  by  their  brother  Walter,  such 
is  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  70th." 

•J no.  M.  Duncan  Travels  18IS,  letter  from  Niagara.  "It 
is  intended  to  level  the  works  of  f^'ort  C.eorge  and  erect  a  stiong 
fort,  closet*  to  t  he  lake  wheie  there  is  already  a  small  one  called 
Fort,  Mississagua.  Niagai  a  has  "a  ('ourt  House  and  Jail  under 
the  same  roof,  the  .fail  in  the  lower  floor,  the  cells  for  criminals 
and  del)to!s  surround  and  open  from  the  hall  which  lea<ls  to 
the  ('oiut  room,  and  the  guilty  or  unfoitunate  inmates  are 
ex[)osed  to  the  gaze  of  those  wlio  enter.  The  partitions  and 
doo?s  are  of  strong  pieces  of  oak  bolted  togethei,  the  doors 
about  nine  inches  thick  of  i.wo  thickness(\s  of  wood  with  sheet 
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iron  Ix'lwi'cn.  Some  of  ihv  (k^bloi'.s  rooms  have  a  small  win- 
dow (()  llu'  ()ulsi<l(»  hul  (he  criminals  hnvv  no  lij^lil  hnl  have  a 
small  scmi-tircular  opening  in  the  door.  The  dohlors  have 
lire  places  hul  the  olhers  can  only  look  oul  to  a  slov(?  in  the 
middle  of  Ihe  hall  which  can  ^ive  no  per(*epl ibie  warmth.  How 
dreadful  to  pass  a  ('anadian  wintei'  in  such  a  place.  I  did  not 
spend  a  Sahbath  in  the  town.  A  sin«d<^'  church  in  town,  a  sab- 
balh  school  is  to  be  attempted. 

Jno.  Ilowison,  1818.  "Population  of  Nia.t^ara  700  or  800, 
many  merchanis,  a  re^ulai'  market,  some  prelty  houses  with 
several  decent  taverns.  In  winter  (here  are  public  dancinj^  as- 
semblies, milihuy  races  twice  a  year,  two  newspapers,  Mr. 
(louilay  nuK'h  discussed.  Apple  an<l  pench  orchards,  the 
pi^j^s  eatinji;  t  he  fi  iiit  on  t  he  ground.  Major  Noi  ton  has  much 
inlluence  with  the  Indians.  He  lias  married  one  of  theii- 
women,  speaks  their  lan^ua.ij;e  and  lives  among  them." 

.las.  Strachan,  181!).  "Niagara  town  is  rising  from  its 
ashes  with  great  ra|)idit.y.  lie  draws  a  contrast  between  the 
church  and  t  he  jail,  (he  for  incM'  entirely  out  of  repair  and  most 
discreditable  to  the  peopl(»,  the  latter  the  most  splendid  build- 
ing in  Upper  Canada.  No  stone  or  memorial  to  mark  the 
burial  place  of  (leneral  r>rock  under  umi  of  (he  bastions  of 
l*\)it  deorge."  lie  wrote  the  sonnet  following  sometimes 
attribulcd  to  his  brother  IVishop  Strachan. 

Why  <':ills  I  hr  l);is(ion  forth  (h(?  piih  iot's  sijjh  ? 
A  11(1  starts  I  lie  (car  from  Ixsuily's  sw(>llinK  eye  ? 
Wilhiii  i(s  Itrcarli  intr('|>i<l  Mrock  i.s  laiil 
A  (oiiil)  accordiiiji:  with  [ho  mij^hly  dead. 
Whose  soul  devoted  to  his  (ountry's  cause! 
In  (hicds  of  jjloiy  souj^hl  his  lirst,  apphuisc. 
lOnroHed  with  AI»er<roinl»y,  Wolft;  and  Mooro 
No  lapse  of  time  his  merits  shall  ohscurt;, 
I''n>sh  shall  they  hum  in  each  Canadian  heart,, 
AntI  all  their  pure  and  living  (ires  im|)arl, 
A  youthful  friend  rests  hy  tin;  hero's  side 
Their  mutual  lovi^  death  souj^hl  no!  to  <livi«le, 
The  muse  that,  t^ivos  lu'r  Hrock  to  (h^athless  fame, 
Shall  in  t  lie  wreath  entwine  McDomu^ll's  name;. 

Diary  of  John  (Joldie,  181!),  published  by  his  grandson, 
J)r.  J.  C.  Cavati.  "On  June  4th,  1818,  staited  to  walk  to  ex- 
amine the  botanical  productions  of  U.S.  and  ('anada  neai*  the 
lakes  from  Mont  teal  throtigh  (Ilengairy.  Keached  York  (>(h 
July.  Instead  of  sailing  by  l*Vontenac  to  Niagaia  we  went 
round  by  land,  'rheiinomeler  !)()  degrees  at  Stony  ('reek.  On 
July  lOih  reached  Niagaia.  Well  laid  out  streets  but  not 
filled  with  houses,  'M)i)  of  t)81h  Ivegiment  here.  The  only 
building  worthy  of  |)arlicular  i»otice  is  the  jail  just  out  of 
town.    It  is  a  large  two  storey  brick  btiilding,  very  handsome 


and  is  considered  to  f)o  (ho  finest  building  in  C/nn;tda.  A( 
f)iescn(,  it  holds  within  its  walls  the  eelehraled  (Jourlay.  'I'he 
Niafi;aj:i  Newspapeis  are  full  of  his  wiilinj^s  and  those  of  his 
opponenl.s.  f  read  on(*  of  his  papers  and  cannot  think  I  hat 
he  is  so  dangerous  n.  characler  as  the  mefi  in  power  would  ?nal<e 
people  iM^lieve.  I  suspect  his  K'^'^dcst  fault  is  ifi  sjx'akiriK  too 
many  truths.  Thermometer  (h^grees.  On  the  lllh  I 
went  to  Ihv  Falls  and  on  (he  road  saw  fruit  (ices,  cherries  and 
peaches,  have  s(M'n  imd  ealen  more  cherries  than  I  have  evei- 
(lorn*  before.  A(  (^ueenston  saw  (  he  spot  where  I 'rock  fell 
near  the  road  and  marked  by  a  number  of  old  (horn  (rees  in 
a  rude  circle.  A(  (he  FmIIs  a  ladder  of  28  slcps  fiom  an  arbor 
vilae  (ree." 

The  botanical  specimens  obtained  with  such  labor  were 
sent  to  Scodand  at  difterenl,  (imes  and  s(xan^e  to  say  (hree 
times  (he  same  thing  occurred.  1'hey  were  lost  either  by 
shipwreck  or  otherwise. 

Adam  Mod^son,  letler  from  North  America,  18n)-182(). 
This  traveller  sicms  to  have  been  in  bad  humor  on  his  visil 
(o  Niapjara.  "1  found  a(  the  village  of  Niagara  nbout  100 
I'litivsh  soldiers  in  a  miserable  fortress,  mouKlering  in  decay, 
wilh  little  appearnnce  of  discipline  or  respectnbilil  y.  This 
was  the  more  ?nor(ifying  (o  my  English  feelings  as  within 
gunshot  the  AmcMican  (Ing  wa.s  flying  on  the  ohi  Kienc  h  foi  l 
in  exceileni  repair  and  of  far  more  formidai)le  aspecl,  jdlhough 
the  garrison  contnined  little  more  (ban  120  men.  These,  how- 
ever, were  kep(.  em))loyed  while  the  British  were  allowed  l,o 
be  idle  if  they  chose,  although  they  mighl  occasionally  work  for 
farmers  in  (he  neighborhood.  They  are  allowecJ  1  1-2  gills 
of  rum  ])er  day  and  can  buy  a  gallon  for  a  dollar.  One  elfect 
of  their  indolence  was  perha|)s  visible  in  (he  humilialing  sf)ec- 
tacle  of  one  of  (he  men  for  some  ollence  receiving  .'>00  lash(\s 
a  shoi  (  (  ime  before  as  I  was  informed,  in  sight  i>\  the  Amei  ican 
Fori,  and  in  presence  of  several  American  (ravellers,  who  ex- 
ul(e(I  (ha(.  (his  disgrnce  is  banished  from  (he  army.  I  coiweis- 
ed  some  lime  wi(li  an  Irish  soldier  who  thoughl  Niagara  a 
fine  situa(ion  from  (he  cheapness  of  licpior.  I  sailed  for  York. 
We  were  becalmed  in  a  miserable  open  bo;v(  and  were  oul  all 
night  ins(,ead  of  (akitig  four  or  five  hours,  emb;uke<l  in  (he 
evening  in  ;«  s(eainboa(." 

E.  A .  1\albot.,  1 824, Niagara  had  100  houses,  558  inhabitan(  s. 
Queenston,  GO  houses,  300  people.  In  Niagara  three  churches, 
Episcopal,  Presbyterian  meeting  house,  Methodist  chapel.  He 
(ells  that  irichnrcl  Talbot  has  taken  out  24  families,  200  i)eople 
in  1818,  came  by  (he  llrunswick,  the  cabin  for  ihv  use  of  the 
Talbot  family  and  (hree  o(,her  fainilies.    Met  Col.  Tnlbot  in 


V.) 


Yollv  who  had  a  uiimt  of  10(),()(M)  iicrcs,  (h'scribcs  Uic  Indian 
clunch  in  Ihanlford,  sclllt'd  noiU"  London,  huiU  a  liouse  4()  x 
24  IVoin  m\\  ()<•(..  to  Dec.  2nd. 

Jas.  PickninK,  1824-IS2S  was  hired  to  Col.  Talhol,  visil- 
(mI  Niagara  scveial  times,  ke[)t  a  diary,  stayed  over  a  year*  with 
('()!.  Tallxit  as  his  foreman.  "At  Ancaster  are  four  brotliers 
('looks  who  owit  land,  lar^e  stores  and  good  taverns  at  Ni- 
agara, a|»|)les  and  peaches  plenty.  Flag  on  Sunday  (lying  from 
[{rock's  momn)ien(,  in  December  sonie  api)les  still  hanging 
fiom  Irees.  Aug.  2i^d  Al  the  mou! h  of  the  river  dragging  for 
(he  body  of  Morgan  who  was  niurdered  in  oi'  near  Niagara. 
'I'he  steamer  Michigan  in  Seplembei"  was  sen!,  over  the  Falls 
wilh  wild  animals,  (S,()(H)  speelatois.  Fire  seen  from  the  lake 
su|)posed  (o  be  the  lighl house  at  Niagara  but  was  the  steamer 
r^onlcnac.  At  Niagara  lately  a  soldier  was  hung  for  murder- 
ing his  wife." 

"Wondeis  of  (he  West,"  (irst  |)oem  published  in  Upper 
('anada,  lS2r),  by  ,).  L.  Alexander.  Fxl-rac(,s  inteiesting  to  us 
fiom  K'feriing  lo  Niagara  more  (han  for  theii-  literary  value. 

II. 

TIk'  l)<>;i(  bad  s((Mnnie(l  OntaricTs  i'uU\ 

And  aiu  lK>r<M|  on  (ho  soulhorn  side, 

A  n()l»l('  riv«T  with  its  waves 

Two  rival  nalions'  conlincs  laves 

'I'liat  t^ianl  shram  wliit  li  llirouuli  lliclalu's 

Of  ('anada  ils  circuil  inalu^s 

And  issninji;  froni  Ontario, 

Altoitt  t  wo  hundred  miles  helow 

Alh'i  so  lonK  a  |>il)!:rin^a^^e 

(Less  holy  name  were  saerilef^e) 

Assumes  SL  Lawrenee  name  «>f  aw<' 

|{u(  here  is  eallod  Niagara. 

111. 

Upon  the  riv»T's  eastern  side 

A  fortress  stands  in  warlike^  pride 

Ontario's  surges  lash  its  hase 

And  M:i;»<l<i;dly  ils  walls  defact; 

Ami  from  its  toptnrjst  tower  displayed 

A  llaj^  with  stri|)es  and  stars  portrayed 

iipon  the  west  an  ancient  mound 

The  Union  Jack  and  liritish  groimd 

Nor  distant  far  anollair  stands 

VVIiich  the  whoh?  riv<>r's  mouth  <ommands. 

IJ<'lwe(M»  the  t  wo  lay  Newark  villaj^e 

Which  yet  they  let  its  nei^^hl)ors  j)illaj5e, 

Not  only  so  hut  Inirn  it  down, 

And  from  its  ashes  now  has  ^rown, 

Another  hut  more  lov<;ly  far, 

Since  the  conclusion  of  th<;  war 

Which  they  have  namiMl  Niaj^ara. 
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V. 


SoJtu'  i^fa/.cd  u|»«n  (lie  f'Tlih-  fields, 
'llw  viirious  frtiils  Ihc  orchard  yirlds, 
riuin,  f'licrry,  apple,  pear  and  peacli 
And  soMn^  the  p<>iidatd  bratirhes  reaeli, 
Wfdle  some  regard  llie  dislant  shore. 
A  Hrilish  ('olony  no  more, 
And  hlush  for  hal(,h>s  fouKhl  and  won 
l5el\veoti  'ho  fnolher  and  her  S(»ri. 

VM. 

Mnl  now  a  chain  of  hills  a|)pear. 
A  nvnnirnenf  ils  sunindt,  Ix'ars, 
Whose  tond)  is  l  hal  7  (he  si  ranker  cried. 
l»rock's  nionutnenl,  VVo^ee  replie<l. 

X. 

Now  with  unwonted  lal)or  spenl. 

[behold  Iheni  on  lite  niontinieid. 

+     ♦*    +  ** 

Despair  had  seized  upon  his  brain, 

Aiul  from  thai  lower's  Ki(hly  heijrhl, 

lie  leaped,  Ihe  hnlwarks  slopped  his  lli^hl, 

And  his  now  frantic  sister's  ami 

I'reserved  St.  .hdian  from  harm. 

She  ^rasped  his  hand  and  led  him  d()w?i, 
■^Phe  winding  staircase  to  the  ground. 

McTat^.^er(  Travels  in  182r>,  speaks  of  «hi((»l)'s  ladder, 
which  hangs  from  the  ledgr  of  Ihv  'l'al)le  llock. 

Fil.zgrraM  do  Iloos,  1820  "Al.  Iho  Falls  a  citculai-  kind  of 
corkscrew  ladder  conslrucled  roinid  a  nia^sl  descended  lo  a 
path  to  (he  calaract." 

Capl.  P.asil  Hall,  1827,  describes  Uie  Falls  bnl  nol,  Ni 
agara,  but,  in  40  Fichings  from  sketches  and  (-amera  Lucida 
he  has  a  view  of  Niagara  River  from  IJrock's  Monutnenl 
shewing  Ihe  poinis,  efc.  Indians,  houses  placed  on  franu\s 
withoul  foundalions,  one  large  room  half  fuiriished  ciowded 
with  guests. 

(i.  H.  Hume,  18'?2.  "Niagara  is  not  healthy,  subject  to 
hike  fevers,  inhabitants  yellowish  in  color  and  are  (ermed 
yellowheads,  climate  mild,  all  fruits  are  found  here." 

F.  T.  Coke,  18:]2.  "A  subaltern's  fuilough.  The  bat- 
teries have  been  undermined  by  waves  and  have  nearly  dis- 
appeared, i'^ort  (I(M)rge  has  some  low  wooden  d(M'ay<'d  bar- 
racks. Foit  IMississagua  in  a  still  tnore  mouldering  stale. 
!  attended  service  in  the  Scotch  and  I'^nglish  (■Imrchcs,  the 
former  had  otily  been  comtTienced  a  few  months,  the  inletioi 
was  yet  in  an  unlinished  state,  but  the  congiegaf  ion  was  huge. 
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'V\w  7!)lh  I  lij^hlanders  in  lull  co.sluine,  lino  soldier  like  aj)- 
peajance." 

Rev.  Isaac  Kidler,  18^52  "Took  (^oaeli  foi'  Youngslown 
from  (he  Falls,  crossed  the  liver  and  heard  a  violent  outcry 
from  a  boat  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  pursued  by  another 
gaining  on  it  from  the  American  shore.  The  outcry  was  made 
hy  an  Irish  deserter  fioin  the  l^'orl  who  had  scarcely  reached  the 
('ana<lian  houndnry  before  his  |>ursuers  wer(i  upon  him.  Mis 
vociferations  incieased,  and  the  ('anadians  Hocking  together 
from  all  (juarters  lushed  into  the  water  to  save  him.  lie 
declared  he  had  becjn  misused  and  his  |)ursuers  were;  threaten- 
ed with  being  thrown  into  the  water  if  they  did  not  d(\sist.  I 
cnlk'd  on  the  missionaiy  of  Niagara  who  welcomed  me  in  the 
true  liritish  spirit  of  Christian  i)rotherhood.  He  is  a  sincerely 
pious  man  gieatly  esleenu'd  and  respected." 

Thomns  I'\)vvler's  Journal,  1882. 

He  gives  the  best  description  of  the  Hermit  of  the  Falls, 
(l)age  221  ),  also  a  description  of  the  lirst  I>rock's  monument. 
"The  base  is  a  lobby  scpiare  in  foruK  Above  the  base  is  a  round 
pillar  wilhastair  inside  leading  toaline  galleiy  which  encirc'les 
the  column  a  little  bekjw  Ihe  lop.  At  Niagara,  (jysler's  Hotel 
sent  coach  to  the  whaif  for  pass(»ngers  without  charg(^  Slicels 
are  at  right  angles  with  rows  of  j>oplars.  On  the  south  and 
west  of  the  town  is  an  extensive  held  of  tableland,  remarkable 
for-  its  levelness  and  beauty  occrrpied  as  a  parade  ground  by 
troops  of  the  garrisorr.  About  1)  in  tire  everring  had  su()per, 
cliarge  three  Yor  k  shillings.  There  are  four  chuit!h(\s  and  the 
jail  and  court,  horrse  of  the  county." 

Fergusorr,  ]KVA.  Niagara  vviis  not  much  alive,  sonie 
morasses  iir  the  vicinity  make  it  urrhealthy.  Had  letters  of 
iirt roduction  to  Newark  arrd  (^ueerrston  but  Mr.  Hamilton 
would  not  let  me  go  to  any  place  but  his  houses.  At  Chrysler's 
hotel  in  Niagara  was  regaled  on  whitelish." 

Kadclilf's  letters,  )KV,\,  to  McCrath  irr  Dublin  "At 
York  riiysiciaris  are  very  mirch  warrting  here  and  apothe- 
caries still  more.  Igrrorant  persorrs  act  in  that  capacity  who 
scarcely  know  the  names  of  the  drugs  they  sell.  At  Niagara 
1  his  most  necessary  br  anch  is  solely  corrducted  by  a  female  who 
compmrrrds  medicines  and  puddings  with  e(|ual  cordidence 
birt  not  with  cijual  skill.  It  is  (extraordinary  that,  there  are  few 
peaches  at  Ihe  rrorth  si<h'  or  at  either-  extremity  of  Lake  Oir- 
tario,  birt  such  is  their-  abundance  on  the  south  si(l(.'  that,  they 
are  sold  (here  for*  a  shilling  a  bushel." 

Capl.  lianrilton  Tiavi'ls  in  1S;M  "The  TDth  Regimeirt 
was  at  For  t  (leoi  ge,  Lor  d  J  )ur  harir  said  t  hat,  the  descendeards 
of  U.  F.  Loyalists  were  not  so  loyal  as  late  settlers  from  (Ireat 


lirilain."  (Mnny  who  rnllcd  themselves  (I.  K.  Loyalisls  wen» 
not  Rf)  \n\\.  cniTie  offer  Siitieoe's  oWiT  of  ImihI  ). 

.John  (Inll.,  18!3().  "Niairnra  hits  ir>()()  inh;il)il juils,  iie;il 
houses,  imrnerons  shops  mikI  (nveins,  Iwo  weekly  newspjipeis 
and  a  weekly  niai  l<el.  hi  (he  ('afi.ulas.  \K\2,  I  heic  juc  inlet - 
eslin^  lel  lers  fioni  e!ni^r  ;\nls  hiyiti^r  si  ress  on  I  he  fjicl  lh;il 
there  nre  no  j^nnie  laws  oi"  loids  o\'er  yon,  yoii  cnn  ni;il<e  yni 
own  sonp.  rnndles,  sngnr,  treacle,  vine^ziu  ." 

Mrs.  .hiin(\son  Snmtner,  I^anihles  Mnd  Winter  Sludies, 
183G-7.  Two  visits  to  Nin|!:ara  nnd  the  Falls  ;ne  described, 
one  a  dark  nnd  ^]f)oniy  on(\  the  next  roseate  in  hue.  "Was 
welcomed  hy  h  isli  frifMids,  (The  Alma  family  ).  The  chief 
f)ropi'ie(,or  nl  the  dock  yarcls  is  a  public  spiiilecl  ^^ood  nalni<'(| 
gentleman,  ('apt.  ]\1(>lvill(\  /,2()(HH»  has  been  ex|)en(le(l  on  I  he 
works,  there  are  fifty  wotkmen.  A  stea?n(M  wa.s  building,  the 
braSvS  work  and  casting  is  all  of  tln^  (irsi  order.  There  an*  no 
bf)o]<sellers  but  plenty  of  taverns,  the  <lilapidaled,  our 

force  there  thn-e  f)rivates  and  a  corporal.  Drove  lo  I' alls. 
Mr.  A.  a  mai^istrate.  point (mI  out  a  house  vvIhmc  he  had  arrest- 
ed a  i^anj^  of  foi^rcMs  and  coined s,  icluiued  at  mi<lniidd  in 
sleigh,  inl(Mise  cokl,  2*Mh  famjaiy,  did  not  speak  a  word  on 
returniniz. 

.lune,  ]K]7.    Sir  l'\  !>.  Head  had  received  an  ad;h(\ss  \ 
431  colored  inhabitants  of  vicinity,  mostly  refugees  from  slav- 
ery. 

In  jail  a  wr(»tched  maniac  in  chains  four  years  for-  mnrdei- 
int^  his  wife  was  about  to  be  hun^.  Heard  the  deat  h  bell  pealin^^ 
for  a  youniz  man  who  died  from  habitual  drinkintr.  Visil(>d 
a  mulatto  woman  who  had  taken  i)art  in  a  fray  when  Moseby 
the  black  man  escaped.  The  slave  had  escaped  from  Keiducky, 
was  followed  by  his  master,  lodged  in  jail.  Jlimdreds  of  blacks 
surrounfled  the  jaJl  to  prevent  his  return  to  slavery.  The  mob 
was  ordeily,  no  liiearms,  one  woman  seized  the  sheriff,  anolher 
hekl  an  artillery  man  to  pnn'ent.  his  firing.  In  the  scuffle  Mose- 
by escaped  but  two  blacks  were  shot  by  the  soldiers.  My  in- 
b)rmanl  foretnost  in  the  fray,  formerly  a  slave  in  V'irj.':inia, 
said  "We  thoughl,  we  were  safe  here,  but  I'll  go  to  the  end  of 
the  wf)rld  to  b(*  saff\  I  will,  I  will." 

T.  R.  Rreston,  1837-183?).  Speaks  of  Mf^now  or  Mor- 
reau's  execution  the  sheriff  was  within  an  ace  of  acting  as 
hangman  if  he  did  not  do  so  actually,  dives  a  list  of  fh(»  dis- 
posal f)f  prisoners  in  Kelx^llion.  Usher  was  murderf^l  by  l.eH, 
who  boaslcd  of  it. 

1/Mter  in  I'nit.ed  Service  .lournal  signed  P.imgk',  an 
ofHcer  of  '13?-d  R(^gt  .  "Fort,  (I(M)r  gc  in  ruinous  si  ale  encamp- 
ed in  green  plains  found  a  most  civilized  cir  cle  gr  aced  by  sever  al 


fail  hidios.  At  daylight  sli  iick  our  lents  and  wont  by  sl.eamer 
to  C^HHiiiston,  inarchcfl  to  the  Palls,  'riiernioinoter  120  degrees, 
rich  foliage  of  solemn  forests,  luxuriant  erops  of  grain.  Soon 
after  l^ord  Durham,  family  and  suite  arrived.  I  suppose 
Niagara  Falls  nevei*  saw  such  a  convocation  of  cocked  hats 
as  was  on  17th  July.  His  Excellency  was  met  by  Lord  (^ol- 
bornc^  and  Sir  (leorge  Ai  lhur  with  their  stalls.  A  grand  review 
and  two  hundred  peisons  to  dimiei'.  Immense  (;oncourse 
chielly  Americans.  One  regiment  Light  Infantry  GOO  strong, 
one  s(|uad  1st  Diagoon  (luards,  two  guns  thiee  companies  of 
21th  U(!gimenl.  A  troop  of  Niagara  Lancers,  a  most  excel- 
lent and  etlicienl  corps." 

Sir  .las.  Al('xand(!r  in  L'Acadie,  1S41  An  ollicer  in 
,  "visited  Col.  Talbot,  Niagaia,  look  |)ait  in  a  Court 
Martial  at  Niagaia  on  an  old  oflicer  who  had  left  his  post  at 
Port  Missis.sagua  for  lUilfalo  with  a  woman  of  loose  character 
found  guilty  and  had  to  leave  the  service.  Visited  Fort  Niag- 
ara, American  ollicers  very  friendly,  four  came  over  and  dined 
at  Lieut.  Moody's  IM*:."" 

Sir  Richai(l  lionnycastle  1845,  Describes  the  ice  jam 
at  (Jueenston,  ice  piled  thiity  feet  high  and  the  wharf  injured. 
A  tlag  at  Fort  Missi.ssauga  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  At 
the  races  were  many  blacklegs  and  drunken  vagabonds. 
Stopped  at,  Howard's  Hotel  where  coach  started,  monument 
of  Ihock  rent  from  lop  to  bottom. 

I  )e  Vaux  (Iiiide,  l>ullalo,  1845  Ihock  was  lirst  interrcul 
at  l''oi  t  (Icorge  wilh  a  24lb.  American  cannon  captured  at, 
Detioit  at,  his  head.  The  monument  on  17th  April,  1840, 
|)artially  destroyed,  the  circular  stairs  within  were  torn  to 
pieces,  stones  thrown  out  of  the  wall  and  it  was  rent  from 
iop  to  bottom,  a  part  fell  in  LS41. 

W.  H.  Smilh  Cazelleer,  1848  "At  Niagara  the  (Jaol  and 
Court  House  one  mile  southwest  of  the  Town.  A  Harbor 
and  Dock  ( 'o.  employs  from  150  to  350  hands.  Ves.sela  built 
here  bet  ween  18:52  and  188!),  Steamboats,  Traveller,  lOxperi- 
menl,,  (Jueen,  (Jore.  Schooners,  Jesse  Woods,  IVincess, 
Fanny,  I'oronto,  Sovereign.  P»etween  183*)  and  1845,  City 
of  Toronto,  Lrincess  Royal,  American,  Chief  Justice  Robin- 
son, Admiral,  l'](  lip.se,  Minos,  lOmerald,  London,  Dart,  Oak 
Cem,  Shamrock,  Ann,  rropellers  Adventure,  R>eagle,  I'raveller. 
S(ho()ners,  Win.  ('ayl(\y,  Shannon,  Clyde,  Shamrock,  and 
eighteen  barges.  Tluuo  are  3  i)hysicians,  0  lawyers,  32  stores, 
3  Itook.sellers,  2  cluMuisIs,  4  bakers,  H.  ('anada  Uank.  Th() 
best  lav(Mns  are  Moflatt's  and  Howard's.  Five  chuiches. 
Fngin(^s  and  mac  hinery  of  evei  y  perfect  description,  a  marine 
railway  for  hauling  u|)  vessels  of  lirsi  class." 
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Silas  llopkiiiH  of  f^cwislon  sluilcd  from  N('w  Jersey  in 
1787,  lo  hrlj)  his  fnl.licr  drive  rjillle  to  Ninuani,  lliey  "sold 
thcni  to  Ihe  f>nrrisoii  n(  Qucenslon  jifhI  Niaj^ani.  "The  next 
summer  I  went  will)  my  faflier  l,o  the  icsidenee  of  ('ol.  I'niJer 
near  Newark.  He  was  (hen  alxnil,  50  or  (50,  had  a  iarg(%  well 
cuHivalcd  farm  was  hospilable  and  a|^;reeai)le.  In  17K0  (he 
drovers  ^?:ave  a  ireal,  lo  the  Indians  a(  ].ewis(,on,  200  ^:ive  a 
war  dance.  We  lind  j;ues(s  from  For(  Nia.^;ira,  foflicers ). 
In  1790  T  me(.  T.  Street,  father  of  Samuel  Street,  of  Chipjiawa. 
He  asked  me  to  go  wilh  him  (o  lVIassaelnis(M,(s,  hut  I  sl;u(('<l 
wi(,hou(,  him.  He  followed  and  was  ro!)hed  ;ind  mui'<lei(>d  (m 
(he  way. 

Our  eatile  were  ferricnl  ;ieross  in  haKcMux  lo  Newark. 
In  1788  there  wns  only  an  old  ferry  house  nnd  hnruu  ks  of 
liUtler's  Rangers  th(Te,  500  or  GOO  Indians  often  (MHnnipefi 
there,  oxen  were  sold  to  Hutler's  Hangers  foi  /,50,  cows  for 
/,20.  In  June  I  was  at  Foil,  Niagara  at  \hv  eelei)i;d,ion  of 
King  George's  hirlhday.  hi  1788-00  engles  w(M-e  plenty  lh(Te. 
John  Mouutpleasant  the  son  of  Capt.  Mountpleasant  whose 
mother  was  an  Oneida  his  sister  hcrame  the  wife  of  ('ap(. 
(/hew.  I  remember  (Jov.  Simcoe  and  (he  (Queen's  Rangers, 
(Jiey  wore  green  imiform  and  their  bai  raeks  was  a(,  (^uecMislon, 
whence  the  name." 

Wm.  Jarvis,  1792,  25(h  Sept.  One  of  Ihv  lirs(,  bufinls 
recorded  in  S(.  Mark's  regis(,er  is  (hat  of  <\  child  ;iged  four 
thus  pal,he(ically  referred  lo  in  lh(*  diary  of  the  Secr(M;uy  <fl 
the  Province.  "1'he  symptoms  of  his  illn(\ss  were  so  sli;mg(^ 
that  his  mother  desired  a  post-mor(,em,  as  she  .says  to  satisfy 
me  and  be  a  guard  for  my  olher  babes.  His  complaint  was 
found  to  l)e  in  the  windpipe  and  no  wher(*  els(\  where  neilh(»r 
art  nor  medicine  could  avail.  The  doctor  called  it  a  thick 
muscilage  or  thick  skin  which  surroundecl  the  inside  of  the 
windpipe.  The  faculty  who  have  writtcMi  on  the  subject 
say  none  have  survived  this  disorder  and  that  it  is  very  Uv- 
(juent  in  Scollanfl." 

1812-1. '5  Dr.  Joseph  West  was  Surgeon  at  I*\)rt  Niagara 
from  1805  to  181i.  One  of  his  daughters  has  given  remin- 
iscences of  Fort  Niagara.  "How  many  associations  crowd 
into  my  mind  at  men!  ion  of  the  name.  Herc^  I  (irsi  drew  my 
bn^ath  and  passcMl  my  earliest  years  of  childhood  under  (he  eye 
of  a  kind  father  who  was  (aken  from  his  young  family  by  con- 
sumption caused  by  a  severe  cold  caught  in  (he  damp  dun- 
geons of  Ihe  old  Mess  House  while  attending  the  wounded 
and  dying  after  the  battle  of  C^ueenston.  It  was  surrounded 
by  stjong  pickets  of  plank  on  three  sides.  Theic  was  a  yard 
1)0  or  40  i'eet  wid(^  between  lh(^  Mess  House  and  the  pickels  and 


a  i)i<)rnc'iui(lo  l)ey()n(I  but  Ihe  lake  has  made  eneroaehnients 
and  the  waves  dash  aj^ainst  the  house.  The  lOnglish 
l)uih,  I  he  seeond  storey.  Many  gay  scenes  I  witnessed  there, 
nuisic,  daneing.  Tlien  I  looked  back  through  the  vista  of 
years  and  fancied  I  h(^ard  the  Indians  war  whoop,  the  gay  chat- 
tering Frenchman  (hen  the  proud  Englishman  in  their  glitter- 
ing uniforms,  they  succeeded  by  our  own  brave  army.  There 
was  constant  inli^rchange  of  civilities  bc^tween  the  oHicers  of 
Port  Niagaia  and  Fort  (leorge  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
liitle  town  of  Niagara.  I  well  remember  the  Sunday  previous 
to  the  declaration  of  war  being  at  chur(*h  at  Niagara,  (leneral 
I  hock  accompanied  us  to  the  boat  and  took  myself  and  sister 
in  his  arms,  "I  must  bid  good-bye  to  you,  my  little  rosy  cheeked 
Yankees",  Then  to  niy  father  "Farewell,"  Dr."  11ien  1  rc- 
membei'  the  commotion,  preparing  for  war,  repairs,  etc., 
then  Ihe  militia  pouring  in,  the  families  of  ollicers  had  to  vacate 
theii'  (juai  tets,  we  weie  sent  to  the  country  and  mel  on  the 
way  HH)  Tu.scorora  Indians  going  lo  od'er  their  servic(\s  to 
Fort  Niagara.  We  returned  after  four  weeks  to  near  the  fort. 
One  liight  we  heaid  (he  voice  of  a  l>ii(ish  ollicer.  "We  do 
not  war  wilh  women  let  us  get  some  fowl  and  be  olf."  We 
heard  (he  exph^sion  at  York  which  jarred  our  house.  The 
wounded  and  dying  W(M"e  brought  over.  Well  do  1  remember 
walking  wilh  my  falhei'  belween  rows  of  white  tenis,  what 
scenes  of  sorrow  an<l  sullering  I  vvitnes.s(Ml.  (ItMieial  Dearborn 
and  slalf  were  (iuart(;red  at  our  house  once,  .as  every  available 
inch  of  ground  was  occupied  at  the  fort,  mattresses  on  the 
lloor,  lents  in  (he  yard.  Our  house  was  burned  by  the  British 
aftei-  (he  (aking  of  T'ort  Niagara." 
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TREASURE  AT  FORT  NIAGARA 


liy  Lieut. -Col.  PJ,  (Wvik^havk 

In  178!),  whrn  \A.  Colond  IVlor  llnnirr,  of  Uio  OOlli 
Repimenl,  coinmanded  at  Nia^^ara  [hvvv  rame  as  a  solik'r  fiorn 
the  UnilcHl  Slates,  a  man  with  a  lai^^e  family  professing  to  he 
Quakers.  JercMiiiali  Moore  atso  ])roff^ssecl  th(^  eraft  of  a  white- 
smith. Immi^hately  on  his  arrival  at  the  Fort  he  wailed  ii()on 
(he  ('ommander  and  informed  him  that  after  the  nuluetion 
of  (he  I'^ieneh  (Imrison  by  Sir  William  .lolmson,  the  I'Veneh 
prisoners  of  wnr  had  been  disf)ersed  in  the  eoloni(\s,  and  I  hat  a 
siek  soMier  hein^  unable  to  proeecfl  was  n\eeived  in  his  father's 
house  where  he  was  hospitably  (Milerlainc'd  unlil  his  <lrath. 
Shortly  befoi'e  I  hat  ev<Mit  th(>  I'^renehmaii  gave  l  h(Mn  lo  urjder- 
stand  that  he  was  not  ungrateful  for  th(»  kindness  he  had  ex- 
perienced but  that  he  had  no  means  to  mark  his  sense  of  it  but 
a  small  fohknl  [)aper  in  a  little  pocket  book  which  mi^ht  possibly 
turn  out  a  prize  to  some  of  the  children,  in  which  hope  he 
requested  one  to  accept  his  ])ockct  book. 

It  contained  a  folded  ])aper  on  which  was  some  writinji: 
in  the  French  lanpua^e  understood  by  nf)ne  of  my  fal.h(M's 
family. 

After  the  death  and  burial  of  (he  prisoner,  occasion  was 
soupjht  to  ascertain  ihe  pmport  of  (he  paper  writing  and  i( 
was  foimd  (,o  be  a  memorandum  of  the  burial  of  the  French 
military  chest  previous  to  (he  surrender  of  the  Fori,  of  Niaj^aia. 
It  sla(.ed  (hat  early  in  the  day  a  fa(i^\i(*  party  wa^s  ordered  of 
which  he  was  one,  (  ha(  i(  proceeded  to  (  he  (lair  s(a(f  and  op(  nrd 
(he  ground  elose  (o  i(,  as  d(n'p  as  (hey  could  wi(h  (heir  spades 
Ihrow  the  (\ar(h  cl<\ar  of  (he  ])it  or  well,  (hat  the  fori  adju(an(. 
with  the  i)aymas(,er  and  commandant  attended  wi(,h  a  lar^e 
iron  chest  which  wa.s  carefully  deposited  in  the  botlom  of 
the  pit,  before  it  was  (|ui(,e  daylip^ht.  That  as  soon  as  it  was 
lefl  (he  parly  betjan  to  cover  it  with  the  earth  and  had  per- 
haps filled  up  about  three  feet  when  a  battery  opened  upon 
the  fort  and  one  of  the  pMst  shot  killed  one  of  the  laborers  and 
precipitaled  (Jie  bofly  in(o  (he  pi(,  abou(.  seven  fee(,  below 
the  surface,  that  the  officer  would  not  wait  (o  ^vl  out  the  body 
and  urt^ed  the  filling  in  and  making  (he  surface  of  (he  ground 
(^ven.     That  (  he  capi(ulation  taking  place  that  day  the  wrilcr 
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su|)i)()se(l  thai  \hv  chcsl  rcMnainod  and  llial  al  the  pcaco  il 
mi^hl.  be  a  juizt'  which  would  ho  well  j)aid  lor. 

Mr.  Mooio  lold  ('ol.  Hunter  IhaL  ahliouKli  his  father 
had  not  thou^lit  nuich  of  this  memoranchjni  yet  it  had  fre- 
quently occuired  (o  him  and  more  frcijuently  lately  since  the 
troubles  when  emij^iation  to  ('anada  had  become  very  com- 
mon. IMiat  his  family  having  become  very  un|)Oj)ular  from 
services  rendered  to  the  Kind's  troops  and  loyalists,  theii' 
residence  had  become  unpleasant,  that  he  had  brou^lit  (hem 
with  him  and  now  proposed  to  ascerlain  the  truth  of  the 
memorandum  in  hopes  thai  the  (.'olonel  woidd  allow  him  a 
share  of  t  he  pi  ize. 

That  Colonel  llunlvi  laughed  at  his  credulity  but  said 
that  he  should  have  permission  at  his  own  charges  to  dig  under 
the  llagstatr  as  long  as  he  pleased,  that  all  he  found  should  be 
his  own,  and  upon  this  encouragement  he,  Moore,  engaged 
a  party  and  the  next  day  was  permit  ted  to  begin  his  labor  in 
|)resence  of  a  sergeant's  party  and  some  of  the  oflicers  who 
attended  from  cuiiosity,  especial  Lieut.  Humphries,  the 
engineer.  Thai  when  they  got  down  about  seven  feet  they 
discovered  the  skeleton  of  a  man  to  the  great  aslonishm(»nt 
of  all  |)i('sent  and  most,  though  ex|)ect('d,  to  the  engineer  and 
Moore  who  alone  knew  what  to  anticipate  from  this  circum- 
stance. All  was  surprise?  and  conjeclui-e  for  a  few  moments 
when  the  scrgeaid  |)roposed  to  raist?  the  bones  l)ut  the  engineer 
opposed  any  movement  until  the  conunandant  was  a|)piised 
and  his  orders  receive<l.  I  lis  ordc'rs  were  foi  Moore  and  his 
party  to  retire  until  the  next  day  and  a  sentinel  was  left 
over  the  llagstalf.  It  snowed  in  the  night  and  for  several  days, 
so  that  it  was  some  t  ime  befoi'e  Moore  ret  urned  wit  h  his  p:u  t.y 
to  work,  but  the  llag-slatr  had  been  removed  to  another  p;ut 
of  t  he  fort  ,  and  no  trace  could  be  found  of  where  it  had  stood 
and  permission  was  denied  to  make  any  furthei*  openitig  in 
the  ground.  Mooi'e  in  relating  this  story  atfectcd  to  believe 
that  the  engineer  was  not  so  incredulous  of  the  soldier's  ver- 
acity as  he  pretended  to  b(\ 

Mr.  Moore  always  spoke  in  tlie  highest  terms  of  ('ol. 
Hunter  as  a  luunane  and  honorable  man  to  whom  the  settk^- 
nient  at  Niagara  was  chiefly  indebted  for  its  cont  inued  existence 
through  a  peri(Kl  of  famine  in  which  it  could  not  have  sub- 
sisted without  aid  from  the  niililary  stores  which  this  gentle- 
man opened  discieetly  to  save  the  sett.leis.  The  measure 
was  hazardous  as  the  t  roops  on  th<'  upper  waters  and  lakes  de- 
pended on  the  stores  of  Niagara  without,  any  means  of  iv- 
sup|>ly  during  the  wirrter.  He  permitted  rations  of  tlour  and 
|K)r  k  to  be  issued  to  individuals  in  pr(>|)r<)t iorr  as  recommiwided 
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by  (wo  ^(MilkMncn  of  cliararliT  ii)  sollhnTHMil  who  l)(rainc 
nc(:ounlal)l(*  fo  ihv  (Jrowti  niid  individually  cnHlitors  to  llio 
parlies  Ums  assisl.cd.  No  IransacM  ion  could  Ik*  more  credilahic 
lo  tlio  parlirs  than  Ihis  arranj^cnuMit,  ('olonci  llunlcr  risked  a 
military  ccMisiirc  foi'  acliiiK  willioiil,  orders  on  so  seiioiis  a 
risque  which  was  such  f  hal,  the  eommauder-iri-ehief  on  reel/ily- 
ing  (?  )  the  act  (  hat  he  would  not  have  a.ssumedl  he  responsibil- 
ity of  givini^  ])i()visions,  etc. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  (Iiiarantees  we?e  nev(M-  called  U|)on 
by  Government  for  repayment  of  the  provisions  so  advanced, 
and  a  question  has  been  mooted  on  that  ])oint  how  far  a  sub- 
sisting claim  not  likely  to  be  enforcxnl  was  authoiily  lo  (he 
guaranlces  (.o  compel  (he  individual  paymeni  of  each  barr<'l 
of  (lour  and  |)ork  frofii  the  consumers  (,o  place  in  his  pocket 
principal  and  inlx^rest  of  a  charity  which  cost  them  nolhing. 

Jeremiah  Moore  has  a  very  large  family,  aniJ  became 
largely  a  parlaker  of  the  King's  stores  under  (his  guarantee 
which  it  is  said  finally  consumed  his  little  f;irm  in  principal 
and  interest  but  nothing  could  affect  his  loyal  graliljide  for 
the  original  benefil. 

Solomon  Moore  the  son  of  Jeremiah  inherited  his  father's 
lalents  and  loyalty.  He  Tnarried  and  had  a  large  family,  being 
a  man  of  some  ingenuity  he  became  a  candidale  with  some 
olhers  for  the  grant  of  a  lot  of  land  on  which  he  had  l)e(»n  some 
years  living,  su[)porting  his  large  family  by  boiling  salt.  His 
pretensions  h;ul  been  favorably  receivf^d  by  (he  P)xecutive 
(Iovernmen(,  which  had  decided  (o  grant  (,o  him  (he  lo(  which 
he  occupi(Hl,  bu(,  (he  war  and  the  removal  of  (he  ('ivil  Lieut. 
Governor  had  delayed  (he  paten(,  when  the  aid-de-camp  and 
f>riva(e  Secre(ary  of  a  mililary  successor  discovered  that  (he 
grant  wjis  incomplete  not  only  for  (hat  but  several  adjacent 
lo(,s  which  had  hvvu  reserved  as  fuel  (o  boil  (,h(*  sail,  oblaincnl  a 
grant  for  Moon^'s  lot  among  others.  Thv  mililary  gran(ee 
was  informed  of  the  true  s(,a(e  of  Moore's  })e(i(ion  s(,ill  b(»fo!'e 
(he  council  and  in  a  friendly  manner  urged  to  surrender  his 
grant  or  make  over  (he  particular  lot  (o  Moore. 

Thh  was  d(M'lined  on  the  ground  t  hat  his  means  of  life  were 
connecled  wi(h  (his  grant.  The  mililary  adminis(ra(()r  was 
then  petitioned  hy  Solomon  Moore  to  revise  the  UK^asuie  <and 
that  he  might  be  heard  against  the  grant  (o  his  aid-de-camp 
V)ut  the  (I<Mieral  would  not  receive  or  refer  (he  pe(i(ion  no(- 
withs(.anding  the  urgent  representa(,io?is  a(  (he  ('ouricil  boar<l 
against  (he  in cgularity  and  impropriely  of  the  grant. 

This  application  to  the  Military  (iovernor  being  rejcvlcd, 
Solomon  Moore  had  no  resource  but  to  address  the*  Secretary 
of  Sta(e  a  hu'mble  f)etition  for  a  hearing  upon  (  he  fac(,s  s(,ate(i. 


5!l 


The  ready  iiMcnlion  \o  (his  ohsruic  individual  by  a  com- 
mand to  iJie  h  xcciil  ivc  (lovornmcnl  (o  roporl,  all  the  riiciim- 
stances  of  the  caso  was  tlie  most  gralelul  despatch  to  the  poor 
colonist  who  foimd  lhat  justice  was  still  open  to  him  in  the 
Kinjij's  ('ourt  although  closed  in  the  CJovernor's. 

Hie  ICxecutive  (Jovernment  did  rei)ort  the  circumstances 
of  the  grant  to  the  aid-de-camp  in  such  plain  terms  as  inclined 
the  honorable  feeling  of  the  principal  Secretary  for  War  and 
tlu»  ('Olonies  lo  address  to  the  (lovernment  of  Upper  ('anada 
(he  following  expression  of  indignation  which  was  communi- 
cated (o  the  |)arties. 

When  the  perem|)tory  letter  was  communicatcMl  ther<» 
was  serving  in  the  pjovince  a  young  gentleman,  biolher 
to  the  under  Secretary  of  Slate,  who  a('com|>;uiied  the  grantee? 
i<)  visit  his  estate  and  is  supi)ose(l  to  have  i-epresented  that 
the  case  had  been  exaggerated  beyond  the  true  coloring,  that 
it  would  urvvr  have  reached  fOngland  if  the  grantee  had  con- 
sented (()  yield  his  prize,  not  to  the  sup|)osed  sufferer,  IVIr. 
Solomon  Moore,  but  to  his  advocate  the  member  of  the  lOxecu- 
tive  ('ouncil  who  fust  uscmI  his  personal  inlluiMice  with  tlu? 
grante(!  to  that  ijlFect,  and  then  made  himself  a  party  in  the 
executive  (Council  to  inlluence  (Jie  general  oflicer  who  had  be- 
stowed this  prize  on  his  personal  friend  and  who  failing  in 
his  al  tempt  induced  Solomon  Moore  lo  pass  by  the  local 
.luthoiities  and  picsent  his  case  lo  th(?  highest  power  in  a  dress 
to  excite  al  tenlion.  Something  lik(?  this  is  su|)posed  from  an 
otherwise  «m:iccountable  change  in  the  opinion  and  sentiments 
of  th(*  Secretary  of  State*  without  any  known  or  assigned  cause* 
at  least  none  m;ide  known  to  the*  (!e)le)nial  (lovermneMit  wIhmi 
it  re'eH'ive'd  inslrue'tions  to  forbear  furthe'r  interfe'renee'  in  the 
transae'tions  with  Me>oie  lMomeMfe*ldt,  etc. 

Original  in  posse'ssion  e)f  (lee)rge  Murray  Jarvis,  Ottawa^ 
Ont.,  in  hanel  writing  e)f  ('hief  .lustiee  Win.  DummeT  INiwe*ll 
anel  endor.se'd 

"Jeremiah  Moe)re, 
Fre^nch  Military  Che\st, 
l/ieut.  ('e)l.  Hunter, 
Solomon  Me)e)re, 
Maje)r  l.oring, 
M.  (lend  (lorele)n, 
Salt  Springs." 

'J  here  wjis  i\  well  kne)wn  .sa  t  spring  in  (he^  Townshii)  e)f 
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Louth  and  1  find  Unit  on  -Ui  March,  hSM,  ;i  ,maiil,  ol  700  acn's 
was  made  to  l(,ohcrl  \l.  iti  Uial.  rovvrjship.  I^oiinf^ 

wa.s  Uk'Ii  a. !).('.  and  IVIil-Sccty.  to  l/uuil.-Cicncial  Sir  (lordon 
DriimiTiond,    JNIililary     A(hninis(,ral,or    of    Upper  Canada 
The   member   of   the    lOxee.ulive   ('ouneil  was 
f)robal)ly  Mr.  Powell^  himself. 
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MEETINGS 


The  UpRular  McotiiiKs  aro  on  iho  sronul  Mon<lny  of  r.wh  inontli 
from  Octol^or  to  May,  axcopl  that  tlip  Annual  M«M'li»nr  Is  on  lln-  ]  \\\\  ol 
October. 
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